2340 Public Baltery.

it would epable the Minister to bring in
a few fresh clanses showing the reserva-
tions which would be granted in a lease.
Hon. members could not expect the lease
to be recited in the Bill, but the reserva-
tions might Le given. He moved that
progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.

Progress reported and leave given to
sit agaln,

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 21 minutes
past 10 until the next Monday evening.

Fegislatibe RAssembly,
Monday, 20th November, 1899.

Paper presented -Question: Lennouville Public Bat.
tery——%uestion : Police Departient, Inquiry—Ques-
tion: Payment of Membors, Beferendum ; point of
order — Anounl Estimates, Railway Department,
Cominissioner’'s sunual Stotement; debate, pro-

e68 -Land Act Amendment Bill, in Committee,
Clauses 1 te new clause, [t)eggreas--Cemeteries Bill,
Becmtld reading, Committee, reported — Adjourn-
ment,

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at 7-30
o'clock, p.m.

PrAvERS.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the PremiEr: Return under Section
60 of the Insurance Companies Act.
Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION-—-LENNONVILLE PUBLIC
BATTERY,

Mz. VOSPER asked the Minister of
Mines :—1, Whether it was true that
the manager of the Lennonville Public
Battery had refused certain persons
employment, on the ground that they
were members of a trade union ; 2z, If so,
whether the manager had authority to do
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80; 3, If not whether the Minister would
prevent such refusals recurring.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES replied :
t, The manager reports that it s not
true; 2, Not betng true, there is no reply
to give to this question; 3, No refusal
having been made, there are none to
recur, but managers have instructions
to obtain the most suitable employees,
irrespective of any particular class.

QUESTION—POLICE DEPARTMENT,
INQUIRY.

Mr. VOSPER asked the Premier:
When is 16 intended to appoint a Royal
Commissionl to inquire into the Police
Department, as recommended by a reso-
lution of this House ? |

Tee PREMIER replied:—It is in-
tended to do so shorily.

QUESTION-—-PAYMENT OF MEMBERS,
REFERENDUM.

Mgr. VOSPER asked the Premier: 1, .
Whether it would Dbe necessary, for the
purpose of enabling a referendum to be
taken on the question of payment of
members, to introduce special legislation ;
2, If so, whether the Government intended
to introduce such legislation this session ;
3. On what date it might be expected
that the promieed referendum wouwld be
taken.

Tue PREMIER replied:---1. The Gov-
ernment do not consider it necessary to
introduce any legislation, nor was it ever
intended to do so; z and 3 answered by
KXo. 1.

POINT OF ORDER.

Me. VOSPER : Should I be in order .
in moving the adjournment of the House,
Twfore the Orders of the Day are taken ?

Ture SPEAKER: I do not think the
hon. member would be in order in doing
it.

Mg. VOSPER: I thought a member
had the right to move the adjowrnment
of the House, to call attention to a
matter of urgency.

Tre SPEAKER: Yes; but whether a
matter is one of urgency is for the
Speaker to decide; and I do not think
that the fact of the hon. member not
having received a satisfactory answer to
his question is a matter of sufficient
impurtance for him to move the adjourn.-
ment of the House,
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES. !
IN GOMMITTEE OF SUFPLY. :

Consideration resumed from 17th |
November, at page 39, postponed votes. .

Ramway Deparrment ( Commis-
sioner, Hon. F. H. Piesse).

Vote, Ratlways ande Tramways,
£810,800:

ANNUAL STATEMENT,

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Tt is not my intention to-night
to deal at great length with those milway
matters which T consider should be laid
before this House. Hon. members have
had before them the anunual report upon
the working of the ruilways, by the
perusal of which much information has
doubtless been afforded to thew ; there.
fore it is hardly necessary for me to deal |
as fully on this occasion with matters
connected with the railways as is usually
the case; and in fact I may say that,
even if I were mclined to do so, I do not
feel altogether ecapable (having been
uawell) of so fully goiug into the subject
as I have done on previous occasions. I
may say that during the year the total
mileage of railways oper was 1,355, an
increase of 363 miles over the wileage of
the preceding year. The total amnount
expended in the construction aud equip- .
ment of railways to the end of June, 1898,
was £6425,370, and during the past
vear that amount bas been added to by
£1,380,109; therefore it will be evident
that a large proportion of our loan
expenditure hag been incurred in connec-
tion with the construction and equipment
of railways. There iz one feature that I
would like to point out in regard to the
cost, per mile of the railways, that during
the past year the average cost of con-
struction has been reduced by £345 per
mile. In 1898 the cozt per mile open
was £5,088, and in 1899 the cost per
mile was £4,743. This, no doubt, is
accounted for by our taking over the
Mullewa to Cue line of 190 iniles, also
taking over the Kalgoorlie to Menzies
Tailway; both lines having been con-
structed at a very low cost, thus reducing
the average cost per mile for construction.
The result of the working of railways for
the year has been on the whole most
satisfactory. Although last year I antici- |
pated receiving a revenue of £1,220,000,
I regret we did not receive this antount
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by a counsiderable sum, At the time that
estimate was prepared, in the early part
of the last financial year, we were under
the impression that we should continue to
receive the same amount of revenue as we
had received during the past year, or
nearly the same amount, with some addi-
tion for the new lines which we were
taking over: the lines from Mullewa to
Cue and Kalgoorlie to Menzies, also
the other railways taken over in the
gsouthern portion of the colomy. But,
as shown afterwards, our estimate was
not realised, probably in consequence
of the depression which began to be
felt about that time, and no doubt
during which time the railways suffered.
Notwithstanding this fact, immediately

- we found the railway revenue falling we

commenced to reduce expenditure, and

" on reference to our table of results it will

be found we have been fairly successful.
The gross revenue.for the year amounted
to £1,004,620, or a decrease on the pre.
ceding year of £15,057; aud the working
expenses amounted to £712,289, or
£73,989 less than the preceding year.
Therefore I think we may fairly con-
gratulate ourselves on reducing the
expenditure so considerably, without
materially interfering with the working
of the railways. The net profit in 1899
amounted to £292,201, afier paying
working expenses, being an increase on
the net profit of the year preceding of
£58,932; go that the net result this year,
after all, is much more satisfactory than
in the preceding vear by 2525 per cent.
meore than the net profit in the preceding
year. Our working expenses during the
year 1898 were very high, amounting to
77'11 per cent.; and during the year just
passed we reduced this by 6-20 per cent.,
bringing the working expenses down to
70:9]1 per cent. Taking into considera-
tion all the circumstances, these figures
show we have brought about-a satisfac-
tory result. In regard to our revenue,
the earnings in 1898 per mile of lines
open were £1,047; in 1899 the earnings
decreased to £791 per mile, a decreage of
£256; but against this we show an
improvement in the working expenses,
which in 1898 amounted to £807 and
in 1899 to only £561, or a decrease in
expenses per mile of £246, thus showing
the result of our efforts in regard to
keeping down expenditure. The earn-
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ings per train mile in 1898 were 67-72
pence, and for 1899 7001l pence, or an
increase of 6'29 pence per mile run. The

working expenses per train mile in 1898

were 52-22 pence, and in 1599 5248 pence,
or a small increase of 0'26 pence per
mile run.  The net return, however, for
the year shows a yreat improvement, for
in 1898 the net return per train mile was

1550 pence, and in 1899 21'58 pence, an -

improvement of 6:08 pence. During the

vear there has not been a great increase -

in the number of passengers carried: in
1898 we carried 5,660,444 passengers,and
in 1859 the number was 5,872,200, an
increase of 202,756, Tliere was a
decrease in the tonnage of goods carried :
in 1898 we carvied 1,187,781 tons, and in
1899 we curried 1,132,246 tons, or a
decrease of 55,585 tons. There was also
a slight decrease in the live stock tonnage
of 124 tons. Then, too, notwithstanding
the larger mnleage, we had a decrease in
train mileage which resulted in saving as
much as 356,003 miles. By reference to
the annual report, 16 will be found that is
how we account for having made a
saving, in entting down the train mileage
and as far as possible lessening the train
service without affecting the convenience
of the public. During the year our
stock of locomotives has increased from
186 to 231, an increase of 45; the stock
of passenger carriages has increased frowm
289 to 433; and there has been an
increase in the goods stock from 4,478 to
4,558, an increase of 80. We still con-
tinue to maintain the position we have
always maintained in regard to percent-
age of pet revenue to capital cost: we
continue to hold the premier position in
Augtralia in regard to the cost as com-
pared with the cost in the Eastern
colonies. Although we have not had the
great business lately we had a few years
ago, still our cost was only 1110
per cent., and thus we maintained the
position we held last year in realising a
percentage of net revenue to capital of
4:55 per cent. The next colony to our-
selves in this respect is New South Wales
with 3-83, and the lowest is Tasmania
with 1'03. As I just now pointed out,
the reduction of 620 in the percentage
of working expenses was due to the per-
centage of train mileage being curtailed.
The curtailiment of the train mileage was
a great difficulty we had to undertake;
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. for, as hon. members well know, it is
difficult in railway management to reduce
the train mileage without interfering with
the working of the traffic and the con-
venience of the public; yet I am glad
to say, notwithstanding this, we have
succeeded in doing so, and so far we have
been able to carry on the Lusiness of the
colony satisfactorily during the year. As
I have mentioned, we carried 1,182,246
tons of merchandise, for which we received
£559,090, which comes to only ten shill-
. ings and one half-penny per ton. T would
like also to point out to hon. members
that a large percentage of this traffic is
hauled a considerable distance, something
over 350 miles; and a very large propor-
tion of it, 7393 per cent. of the whole
traffic of the colony, comprised coal, coke,
ores, and other minerals, firewood and
timber locally grown, all these articles
being carried at very low rates indeed;
therefore hon. members can quite under-
stand how the railways have not earned a
larger amount than ten shillings per tou.
I would just like to mention, while dealing
with the subject, that hon. members and
the public generally I may say have
pressed the Government, from time to
time, for a reduction of the railway rates;
but when it is borne in mind that with
the existing rates we are only just uble
to pay our way and have a little to hand
over to the revenue of the country, hon.
members will see that to press for further
reduction really means asking us to carry
on the working of the railways at a loss.
‘When we take into consideration that on
our lines, out of 1,132,246 tons conveyed,
952 787 tons were minerals, and that
minerals are carried at a very low rate,
the lowest rate in Australia, it can be quite
understood how it is impossible, without
prejudicing the sitecess of the rallways, to
further reduce the rate in this direetion,
During the year we have continued to
increase our safety appliances and to
further improve the railways by adding
to them from time to time, wherever it
was considered necessary, those appli-
ances which tend so much to make the
railways safe in working.

Mgr. IruineworTH : Out of revenue P

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Out of loan, principally. Dur-
ing the past two years we have had
freedom from accidentand from difficulty
in regard to the working of lines, which
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we did not experience previously. The
advanteges we have gained by the intro-
duction of safety appliances have well
repaid us; and the expenditure has not
been considerable, after all, something
under £80,000 altogether. Therefore 1
consider the money spent in this direction
was well spent. 'We have had an instance
before us recently of an accident in New
Zealand, which has costthat Government
up to the present time £27,000, which
might have been obviated had precautions
been provided by the ordinary signals
which we have at almost every station in
ihis colony. In New Zeuland they bad
not provided these signals; the result
being tbat a collision occurred, with loss
of life, and the Government of New Zea-
land have been landed in a cousiderable
expenditure which now reaches nearly
£30,000. This amount would have gone
a good way towards obtaining the neces-
sary safety appliances by providing signals,
which are the first means that should be
taken, and which would have obviated
such an accident. I think all must see
that since the introduction of these
appliances here, we have derived much
benefit from them. The drivers and
others who use the railways, and who
have used them since the carrying out of
this work, speak most highly of the
system which has been introduced, and
which adds to the safe working of the
lines. During the past year we have
introduced the electric light into rail-
way carriages, and I intend to further
improve the lighting by introducing the
electric light throughout the whole of the
gystem, as soon as funds are available.
Those who have had an opportunity of
seeing the lights in our railway carriages
will agree that they are much superior to
those used in the past, and equal if not
superior to the gas-lights used on rail-
ways in the Hastern colomies. We have
further improved our station-yards by
completing the electric light system at
Fremantle and Perth. At Fremantle the
number of lights has been increased on
the wharves, and this has added to the
facility of working and the comfort of
those engaged there. With regard to the
Great Southern Railway, there has been
a decided improvement in the working.
In the year ended 1898 we made a con-
siderable loss; and we found it necessary
to reduce the train mileage, with the
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result that this year we have paid all
working expenses, and are carryin
forward an amount of £4,287 towards the
payment of interest. The total staff
employed .on the railways on the 30th
June, 1898, numbered 5,214, which on
the 30th June, 1899, was reduced to
4,814, or a decrease of 310; so that it
will be seen we have endeavoured to
employ no more labounr than is abeolutely
necessary, while carrying out the work
satisfactorily. At the same time I would
like to point out that with the present
increasing traffic, we will find it absolutely
necessary to again increase the staff in
order to keep pace with the times. I
regret to say that at the Fremantle jetty
during the year ended 30th June last, as
eompared with the previous year, there
wag a decrease in the tonnage of 65,884
tons; but for the last quarter ending
1899 there was an increase of 29,794 tons
as compared with the corresponding
quarter of 1898; so that we are now
again on the up-grade, Our rolling-
stock i3 giving us much anxiety at the
present time. When the question of
rolling-stock was Dbrought before the
House last year, it was then said we
were ordering more than we were likely
to be able to use, and many persons
twitted us with having looked ahead too
far. But, as a fact, we have not looked
ahead far enough, and during the past
three or four wonths we have found
great difficulty in meeting requirements,
the stock during last month having
proved insufficient. The General Man.
ager has informed me that he has only
about 80 per cent. of stock to meet the
orders now coming in; and we have to
use every despateh, and economise in
every possible way, in order to run our
trains with expedition and to cope with
the shortage in rolling-stock. It is
hoped, however, that we shall be able to
keep the traffic going until we receive the
new stock which bas been ordered. Sovme
few months ago we ordered 300 bogie
wagons, which are expected to arrive by
the end of April, and it is intended to
put them together as quickly as possible;
the timber for the construction of the
wagons now being prepared here, in order
to be ready immediately the iron-work
arrivés. We will find it necessaryto further
increase the stock, and the Government
are guite ready to do all that is possible,
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because if we are to carry on the railways
satisfactorily we must imwediately make
proviston to cope with the large traffic.
The traffic is increasing very rapidly, last
month being the busiest we have had in
this respect; and that seems to me to
point to the fact that the increase will
continne. 'We have already prepared an
indent which will go forward in the
course of a few days, for 10 small cattle
wagons, 25 small sheep vans, 50 four-
wheel louvred vans, 12 four-wheel horse
boxes, 12 four-wheel meat vans, 10 pas-
senger brake vans, 15 goods brake vans
(with two second-class compartments),
20 portable powder magazines, 100 four-
wheel hopper coal trucks (for locomotive
coal), 250 bogie high-side wagons, 500
four-wheel high.side wagons, 75 new
engines, and 300 bogies (recently ordered).
The 75 locomotives will cost £200,000;
and including the 300 bogies recently
ordered at a cost of £75,000, the
total amount
sary to provide during the next two
years for rolling stock is thus brought
up to £451,550. We are losing no
time in sending forward this indent,
and it will be seen the Government are
ready to meet the emergency by pro-
viding stock as soon as it can be obtained
from England. .

Mke. Morax: Is this £450,000 out of
loan money ? ,

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Yes. Provision will have to be
made for this money. In the Loan Bill,
£195,000 is provided as a first nstal-
ment, und the Treasurer will no doubt
tell hon, members what the Government
intend to do in regard to ordering the
later stock; but I may now point out
that it will cost between £450,000 and
£500,000 to provide the mnecessary
vehicles for our railways during the next
two years. During the period which
must. elapse between the present time and
that when the stock will come to hand,
we ghall find great difficulty in dealing
with the traffic; and I must ask the
public to be as forbearing as possible,
and help usin every way they can by
expeditiously unloading goods, while I
promise that the department will, on
their part, do their best to minimise the
inconvenience which no doubt must be
suffered in consequence of the short-
age. Everyone connected with the rail-

which it will be neces- '
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ways is eager to do his best to meet
the requirements of the public, and
no effort will be spared to endeavour to
provide every possible means of trausit
and bring about a satisfactory solution
of the difficulty, Tn regard tonew works
and improvements, it hus been found
pecessary in consequence of the great
increase in traffic on the goldfields, to
make further provision in conaection
with the remodelling of the Kalgoorlie
station-yard, and it will also be found
necessary to duplicate a portion of the
mailway line Detween Xalgoorlie and
Kamballie. These works should be
carried out almost at once, if we are to

- deal in anything like an expeditious and

economical manner with the working of
the railways; and in a few days, when
the Loan Bill is placed before the House,
there should be no difficulty whatever in
regard to the items there provided in
this conmnection. The Kalgoorlie Yard
improvement will be provided for out of
the vote for “ Additions and improve.
ments,” as will also the relaying of the
line to which I have alluded, it being
customary to carry out works of this
character from that vote. We are also
proceeding with the relaying of about 50
miles of the Yilgarn line. Hon. members
will recollect that when the rails were
taken up from the Eastern Railway some
three or four yvears ago, they were placed
down on the section of the line from
Northam towards Yilgarn; but in con-
sequence of the heavy traffic, it was
found absolutely necessary to take up the
whole of these rails and relay the track
with 601b. rails, and 1 am glad to be
able to say that nearly the whole of this
work, over 100 miles, hasg been completed.

Me. Moran: Are you going to relay
the whole of the line ?

Trr COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: It is proposed to do that in
time, but at the present we are not able
to do more than relay that portion which
had previously been relaid with old
rails. There is no doubt as to the neces-
sity for relaying the whole of this line,
because it must be done if we are to
carry on the trafic in a satisfactory
manner,

Mze. Moran: What is the weight of
the new rails P

Tug COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: They are 60Ib. rails, and it will
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be necessary to lay 190 miles in addition
to the portion we have already provided
for, so that a large expenditure will be
necessary in this direction in the near
future.

Mz, Moraw: Fifty miles Lave been
relaid already ?

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: No; 100 wmiles. Though it
may not be news to hon. members, I
would like to mention that local coal
almost, exclusively is being used on the
railways, and alse at Fremautle in con-
nection with the dredges, and the
officer in charge of the latter informs me
that he asks for no better fuel. As to
the water supply during the past year,
we have not been in such strails as we
were in the preceding year, excepting
that at one period we had only nine days’
supply available, but fortunately rain
came on, and assisted us materially. We
find ourselves fairly well supplied with
water between Northam and Southern
Cross, but beyond Southern Cross we still
may have difficulty.

Mr. Morax : What will be done next
year in case of difficulty ?

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: We would immediately con-
struct large condensing plants at Cool-
gardie, at Kalgoorlie, and at other points
where we could get water, costing some-
thing like £25,000., That is the only way
in which I see the difficulty could be
met.

Mr. Moran: There would still be
long cartage between Kalgoorlie aund
Northam.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: | No; Dbecanse we could rail
from Northam to Kalgoorlie cheaper
than we could condense, and after that
we could condense al places where we
could mnot rail. Our stock, otherwise,
would be used entirelysin carrying water
when it could be better utilised i carry-
ing goods ; therefore it would be cheaper
to adopt the course I propose, and erect
condensers if necessary.

Mgr. Moran: That £25,000 would be
a capital outlay, and there would still be
a big expenditure for hauling water.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: No; because the distance
would only be about 25 or 30 miles.
Hon. members will see the difficulty is
one which we shall always have to face
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until we get the goldfields water scheme
in operation. HKven to-day we are not
free from anxiety, but I am glad to say
we are not feeling the pinch we felt some
15 months ago, when it was neceasary
to haul the whole of the water from Nor-
tham. I hardly think it necessary for me
to deal further to-night with the water
question. T would ask members to relieve
me from giving any further speech upon
the matter, as T am not altogether pre-
pared at present to take it up; but T shall
be ready, during the discussion on these
estimates, to answer any questions which
may be submitted to me. Probably I
shall then be able to give some answer to
questions such as have already been put
by the member for East Coolgardie (Mr.
Moran). I think there are many umpor-
tant matters in connection with the rail-
ways which may crop up, but I may say
that on the whole the system to-day is
working satisfactorily, and the whole of
the staff are doing their best to meet the
demande wade wpon them. From the
General Manager downwards, everyone is
doing his best to discharge his duty
loyally, and to help forward this great
undertaking ; because, after all, I think
we must all admit there is no more
important question in connection with this
colony than that of our railways. The
work of development carried out in con-
sequence of the construction of railways
means so much to this country, and we
are to-day doing our utmost to try to
meet the demands upon us, We will
gtill continue, or endeavour to coniinue,
0 meet those demands. I think we shall
be able to keep everything going satis-
factorily until the arrival of the new
rolling-stock, and we are doing our best
to urge that forward. As I have pointed
out, the work is now in hand, and some
portion of the stock will be delivered
early in January on board ship for
despatch to the colony. In regard to the
other stock which has been ordered, we
will also push that forward, and L hope
we shall be able to receive sufficient of it
in time to help us to cope with the great
business which is now coming to our
railways. Before sitling down I would
like to say that during the last three
months we have had ab average income
of £107,000 per month ; therefore, when
I place my estimate at £1,160,000 for
this year, I think I am well within the
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mark. It is probable we shall receive the
amount I expected we should receive last
year, £1,220,000, and possibly more;
but [ do not think it will be less. At
the same time it is well perhaps not to be
over sauguine, and therefore I have taken
the course this year of estimating my
revenue at £1,160,000, and the expendi-
ture at £810,800, from which we may
deduct £22,617 as being provided for
additions and improvements to o
lines, leaving a balance of £788,193,
which may be put down'as the working
expenses, this giving 67 per cent. of the
revenue as the working expenses of the
railways. I think that if we receive a
revenue of over £1,200,000 we ghall prob-
ably reduce this expenditure of 67 per cent,
to 63 or 64 per cent.; but that I am not
confident about yet, and therefore I shall
be satisfied with basing the expenditure
for the railways at 67 per cent. for the
coming year, although, as I sav, I hope
we shall be able to reduce 1. My
greatest effort, and I know I shall be
supported by the officers of my depars.
men§, will be to endeavour to reduce
the expenses. Before resuming my seat
I would like to say the best thanks of the
country are due to the officers of the
department ; for, after all, notwithstand-
ing the fact that I, as Ministerial head,
take great iuterest in the working of the
railways, and do my best, from a political
standpeint, to further their interests, yet
a great deal depends on those who have
the working control of the railways, and
I think they, so far, have done their best
to merit the thanks of the country for the
work they have done.

DERATE ON RAILWAY ESTIMATES.
Mr. MORAN (East Coolgardie) : The
Commissioner of Railways had just risen
-from a sick bed, and was not fully equal
to the strain which a diseussion of the
Estimates would be upon him. He (M.
Moran) wanted a lot of information.
Taking into consideration that not only
were we hurdened with a tremendous
amount of traffic on our railways, but
were faced with the building of additional
new lines, 1t would be fair to adjourn the
debate to give the Minister an opportunity
of affording the full amount of infor-
mation he would be able to supply. In
speaking first, he (Mr, Moran) was sorry
if Lhe interfered with the leader of the

ed .
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Opposition (Mr. Leake), lhe only reason
being that as a Grovernment supporter he
would like to help the Minister.

TeE PrREMIER: The Minister was pre-
pared to go on.

Mr. MORAN: The Comimnissioner of
Railways had said that later on, when he
felt better, he would probably be able to
give all the information asked for.

Tae CommissioNER OF Rarnways : No.
To-night. he would be ready to answe
questions. '

Me. MORAN : The Minister would be
much more able to do so to-morrow.

Tae Premier: Tiwe was running
along.

Mr. MORAN : There would be a long
tail to chop off this session, and a big
axe would be required. He was simply
doing this as a matter of kindness to the
Minister. After all, this railway ques-
tion was ten times more important than
all the other business. He moved that
progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.

Me. LEAKE (Albany): If the Minister
wished for an adjournment of the debate,
he (Mr. Tieake) would be only too glad
to assist him; but the hon. gentleman
did not desire it.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: It was not his desire fo offer
any opposition to adjowrnment; but as
the Estimates had been before the House
s0 long, and as the matters referred to
by one member could be just as well dis-
cussed on the Loan Bill, it would bhe
better to proceed with these estimates
now.

Mr. MORAN : There was no feeling
on his purt in the matter, except that we
had reached a time when our railways
were carrying about as much as they
were able to bear. 1t was impossible
to pile on the Commissioner the onerous
duties of having to carry on the
enormous and increasing railway traffic
of this country, and also hand over
to him a new loan policy involving the
carvying of rails and fastenings for five
more rallways. The railways were notin
as satisfactory a position as the Minister
himself would desire. Traflic was con-
siderably congested, especially so far as
the Eastern railway was concerned. That
line wasg bearing its full share of traffic in
two ways; for the road itself was not
capable of carrying more traflic, and the
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rolling-stock in use was not sufficient to |
carry the ordinarv traffic from one wesk
to another. The rolling-stock must bein
a bad state, seeing we bhad just been told
that in the next two vears we should i
require half a million of expenditure to °
replace the stock.

TrE CoMMIsSIONER OF Ratnwavys : Not
“ replace” it, but increase it.

Mgr. MORAN: It was impossible to
add to the present traffie, if it required
half-a-million of new loan money to preo-
vide for extra trafic. Our hauling power
was not equal to the occasion. It would
ill become him to weary the House
with details of small matters of traffic
whereby the public of his constituency
were 1nconvenienced. He had been
sufficiently long in the Hoeunse to always
adopt the course of seeing whether
it was of use bringing abuses before the
House or the Government, and if the
Government deserved blame, none were
more ready than he to blame them.
But he did not cure how great a griev-
ance might be, or how wide the discon-
tent: if the Minister and his servants
were unable to remedy things through
want of material, he was not going to
heap odium on ftheir heads for the sake
of popularity. Ina place where there
were 40,000 people, he supposed, and all
were consumers and getting stuff vup in
such large guantities, there wuas great
dissatisfaction with the railway service.
The men were worked to death. There
was no accommodation in the railway
vards. The duplication of the piece of
railway line between Kalgoorlie and the
Beulder should huve been done out of
revenne. One month's revénne would
doit.

Tre CommissioNgr oF Ratnwavs:
The department would be able to cope
with the increased traffic.

Mzr. MORAN: Railway work and
harbour work had been paid for out of
revenue, and surely they were new !
works. Where work was so urgent as
that to which he referred, there ounght to
be some way of dealing with it apart
from a loan policy.

Ter CoOMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
It had become urgent ouly in the last
two-and-a-half months. i

Mr. MORAN: The Minister would
not be contradicted by him, but most .
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members of the House had been on that
railway.

Mer. Moorneap : It was ouly a couple
of months since the increased traffic had
gprung uyp.

Mr. MORAN: That was scarcely
correct. The population of the Boulder
two years ago was considerable.

Mr. MoorHEAD : Land could be bought
cheaply two vears a

Mz. MORAN: Itwa.s amatter for regret
that the hon. member did not seize the
opportunity. The hon. member had not
been there lately.

Mr. MoorHEAD : During the Ivanhoe
Venture affair he was there, so he had
been there lately.

Mzr. MORAN : The hen. member was
there on matters of far less importance
than this. No hon. member who knew
anything about the sabject would deny
the truth of what he was saying. of
course members who did not understand
the question were at liberty to doubt, but
he would ask any hon. member who had
been on that line lately and knew any-
thing about it, to say whether there was
any other purt of Australia in which the
samne state of affairs had existed. Such
a state of things had never previously
existed. The trafic there had been
awfully congested, and trains had been
carrving sometimes half the traffic with-
out payment, for pecple had been hang-
ing on to “ cow-catchers ” and butfers and
so on, and about once a week a person
was cut up for sansages. He was not
blaming the department.

Tue Premier: There was not one
person & week killed.

M=z. MORAN: Not one a week?

Tur CommssionEr oF Bainways:
Not one a month.

M=r. MORAN: Those who died with a
broken heart would be one a day, and he
was including only those cut up without
a moment's notice. He was not blaming
the department in this respect. He
believed the traffic was so great that it
overtook the department and left themn
far behind. There was no guestion about
the increase being so gigantic and enor-

. mous, but the startling fact was that we

were told by the milway authorities
themselves that the traffic on that line—
he was speaking of the Yilgarn line, the
main artery, the one single hne of railway
between here and the goldficlds—was
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increasing, and that the local traffic to the !
Boulder, Kalgoorlie, and so on would be
doubled. For want of rolling-stock the
department was now unable to compete
with the traffic. That traffic would con-
tinue to increase and would double itself ;
vet we were told that no new rolling-stock |
could be obtained bLefore mext January,
and that the whole of the rolling-stock
necessary for present requirements couwld
not be obtained for two years, and then at
a cost of half o million of money. What
a dreadful calamity u dry summer would
mean to the department i

Tee PrEmier: Tt was useless to
croak like that. A good many years had
gone by without a dry summer.

Mg. Douerry: It was never dry at
Kalgoorlie. .

Mg, MORAN said he asked for toler-
ation in this debate, as he was in deadly
earnest. He knew as much as the Premier
or the Commissioner of the dangers of a
dry season to that line. Had not the
Commissioner himself said that before
the last rains there had been only nine
days’ water supply ? and on a previous
occasion it cost the country £50,000 to
keep the traffic open in respect to water
haulage alone on the Yilgarn line, when
the traffic was not half so great as at
present. At present there was three or
four months’ supply of water, with a hot
summer ahead. Hitherto the depart-
ment had been assisted by Providence;
but must we always tempt Providence
by leaving the whole traffic of the Eastern
goldfields at the mercy of a dry summer ?

THE PrEMIER: We knew thatallalong.

M=r. MORAN : But the lesson hadnot
been sufficiently driven home.

Mz. Doarrry: The water from Mun-
daring would be there presently.

Mgr. MORAN : Until that supply
arrived, do not heap burdens upon the
department.

Tae Peeumier: There could be no
remedy till the railway had been extended
to tap the Niagra supply.

Mr. MORAN : Before the Leonora
line could be completed with that object,
or the rails and fastenings landed on the

[ASSEMBLY.]

site of it, 18 months must elapse. If the
Government were authorised o start the
Leosnora line now, then, according to the
Engineer-in-Chief, the Coolgardie water-
scheme would be completed and into
Balla Balla before the Leonora line was |
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opened; vet the Premier talked of build-
ing the Leonora line to furnish a water
gupply at the very time when the Mun-
df;.tﬁng supply would have reached Balla

Tae PrEmier: Balla Balla was 80

‘ mifes from Kalgoorlie.

Mr. MORAN : Tt was only 40 miles
from Balla Balla to Kalgoorlie.

Tae PrREMIER: And 110 to Niagara.

Mr. MORAN: There was no neces-
sity to go to Niagara. The Leonora line
was not yet required. Do not think that

| by authorising the construction of the

Leonora railway the water difficulty
would be overcome. At the opening of
Mr. Hosking’s pipe factory, the Engineer-
in-Chief had said that iz September twelve
months he would have the Coolgardie
water scheme completed.

Mr. InvineworTH: Did the hon.
member believe that ?
Mzr. MORAN: Yes. The Engineer-

in-Chief told the truth as near as he
could guess it, and no higher authority
could be quoted. That officer said the
water would be at Balla Balla in S8eptem-
ber twelve months. Then at what time
would the water reach Southern Cross?
It ought to be there by Christmas twelve
months ; therefore as time went on the
water difficulty would gradually dis-
appear; but by starting now with the
Leonora ling, that difficulty would in no
way be overcome.

Mgr. Domerry: But the line would
help the people in the district which it
tapped.

Mr. MORAN: Teonora required no
help: she bad her batteries and her gold.

Tre Premier: Few of the people
possessed those luxuries.

Mz. MORAN: There was no urgency
for the Leonora line.

Mr. Morcans: What?

Mr. MORAN: The member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Morgans) should not mis.
nnderstand him. It was ten times more
urgent that the ordinary business of the
country should not be paralysed for the
next two years in order to build a railway
line twelve months before it was required:
all the rails for the Leonora line could
not be procured in less than eighteen
months.

Tee Premier: What had this to do
with the Estimates ? This speech would
be appropriate on the Loan Bill.
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Mr. MORAN said he was dealing with
the Commissioner’s assertion that half a
million pounds’ worth of rolling-stock
was required.

Tae Premier: That would be a
capital argument on the Loan Bill.

Mr. MORAN %aid he thought it well
to let his intentions on such matters be
known. He bhad no wish to take the
Premier by surprise. The trafic depart-
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ment was at present badly congested; it

would require all the help and energy of
the Commissioner, who worked day and
night, and of the railway officers, to con-
duct: the ordinary business of the depart-
ment ; and no new railway line should at
present be undertaken,

Tre PreEmier: Not even the Boulder
line?

Mr. MORAN: No. He could not be
caught voting for a Loan Bill for thesake
of benefiting his constituency: on the

contrary, for that very reason he would

probably vote against it. He took a
wider view of the question. The 40,000
people in his constituency and neighbour-
hood would not thank him if their food
supplies, their traffic, and’ their trade got
into the hideous confusion which once
obtained, for the sake of building a loop-
line to a little hill in the black-blocks.

Tae Peremier: Was the hon. member
the representative of Kalgoorlie ?

ber for somewhere, and had the right of
speech in the House. His being here
might be unfortunate for his constituency ;
nevertheless, being here, he would remain.
A Memger: Till the next election,
Mge. IrLineworTH said the hon. mem-
ber was saving him the trouble of making
& similar speech.
. Mr. MORAN: None could instance a
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would be a crucial time in goldfields
history, whether the Coolgardie water
scheme were or were not successful. The
Commissioner had said the difficulty
might be overcome by expending £25,000
for a condensing plant; but he (Mr
Moran) maintained that another £25,000
must be spent on hauling the water to
and fro. Even were the water at Kal-
goorlie it must be hauled to Northam.
In present circumstances the producer
was unable to send his goods to the con-
sumer.

Mr. Dorerry: Things were not so
bad as that. i
Mr. MORAN: That was the opinion
of respousible men representing the
Eastern districts. For this the Rail-
way Department was not to blame, for
they were unable to do the work: but he
blained the Government for trying to heap
confusion on confusion by endeavouring
to build railways through new country.
The producer in the South-East was in-
dignant because unable to benefit by the
great market on the Eastern goldfields,
owing to the congested railway traffic;
therefore the protection afforded by the
tariff to such producers was useless. We
heard daily complaints of want of trucks.
One only reguired to live at Kalgoorlie
for a day or 0 to know what the con-

* sumers thought of the railway service.
Mr. MORAN: Yes; he was the mem-

new railway urgently required in this :

colony at the present time.

A Mewmrer: Goomalling.

Mz. Kixvagsmirn: Marble Bar.

Me. MORAN: The
seemed justifiable becaunse it would tap
good country; but it shounld not be built
at the expense of piling vp extra traffic
on an already over-burdened railway
system.

Leonora line .

Oue ordered goods: but when did these
arrive ¥ Though a Government supporter,
he must state there was the greatest
confusion in the Kalgoorlie and Boulder
railway yards because sufficient trucks
were not obtainable: goods did not come
to hand in good order or in time. The
departinent lhad a good and energefic
Minister; and the duty of the House was
to give him a chance of putting his traffic
in good condition. To do so hon. mem-
bers must forbid the Government to heap
on that department any more extra work
m the way of carting waterial for the
construction of new railways. How many
thousand tons of pipes would be conveyed
over the goldfields line in the construction

_ of the Coolgardie water scheme ?

The arguments for the line -

were twofold: first, people wanted it;

second, it would remove the water diffi-
culty. The second contention
myth, for no help could thus be given for
18 months ;

was a |

and the next 18 months .

Tre ComaissioNgrR oOF Rarmwayvs:
Seventy-six thousand. That work would
be managed all right.

Mr. MORAN: That did not include
the rings and fastenings, the cement, the
workmen, their food and their tools, nor
the pumping machinery. One might safely
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say that 90,000 tons would have to be
carried over the Eastern railway for that
water scheme between now and next
September twelve months ; and we were
told that after that period the traflic
would double itself. Would any man
say that the whole of this vast tmffie
could be carried successfully with all
these additional burdens upon the depart-
ment ¢
that the line to the goldfields required re-
laying, and that 190 miles must be relaid.
Tae CoMMISSIONER OF RAILWays said

[ASSEMBLY.]

Yet the Minister stated to-night -

he had not stated that so much must be

relaid, but that it would be better if it
could be relaid.

Mg. MORAN : The Minister had relaid
100 miles of line, and if time had per-
mitted would have relaid the rest.

Mg. Domerry : The line required
duplication throughout.

Me. MORAN : Certainly it did, even
for the ordinary traffic. The Government
should not foree these new railways on
the country. .

Tae CHaremaw: The Committee were
not. dehating the Loan Bill.

Mg. MOBAN: True. He hoped the
Commissioner would be assisted by hon.
members in keeping the traffic arrange-
ments up to date, to place the traffic in a
satisfactory position, and so to bring
together the producer and the consumer
by giving prompt delivery of goods, and
by dismissing from consideration new
railway projects, which could only bring
confusion to the colony and bring the
Government into disrepute.

Mz, HOLMES (East Fremantle}:
These estimates could not be allowed to
pass without his once more entering an
entphatic protest against the manner in
which the railway estimates were presented
to the Committee, and he would do so as
long as the Estimates were presented in
the way they were, and as long as he had

a voice in the Parliament of the country. -

Last year he gave notice of the following
motion :.

That in the opinion of the House the Rail-
way Estimates and the manner in which they
have been presented to this House are unsatis-
factory and calenlated to mislead Parliament.
But that motion was never reached.

Mr. Moreans: It was the faunlt of
the Opposition side of the House.

Mr. HOLMES : At that time he was -

gitting on the Gavernment side. Unfor-
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tunately for Parlisinent the motion was
never reached : like some other notices it
was kept at the bottom of the Notice.
Paper until the end of the session. He
(Mr. Holmes) received a promise from
the Commissioner of Railways that there
would be no further calise for complaint
mn this direction, and the Commissioner
further promised that this year the Esti-
mates would be presented in such a
manner as would meet with approval.
What did we find on the Estimates before
us? He was astonished —if one could be
astonished at anything that took place in
this Parliament— that the scanty inforna-
tion hitherto provided was greatly mini-
mised. He would use his efforis to reor-
ganise this large spending department,
and he hoped hon. members would give
him credit for honesty in his intentions.
If the Premier wanted an office boy at
£20 a vear, the Committee was usked to
vote the £20. If the Postmaster General
required £30 for a letter carrier, the
Conmunittee was asked to vote that amount ;
but when we came to the Railway Esti-
mates we passed items such as this:
£473,979 for salaries, provisional and
temporary ; nearly half a million of money
in a lump sum. ‘Then, for the Creneral
Manager’s staff there was 4£38,100;
Chief Accountant’s staff, £10,500; Chief
Traflic Manager's staff, £69,500; Loco-
motive Engineer’s staff, £19,000; Chief
Eugineer of Existing Lines staff, £15,000;
Electrical Engineer’s staff, £2,400; and
Interlocking Engineer's staff, £1,300. If
the Committee conld not obtain details,
surely it was not too much to ask how
much of the half-millien was to go to the
Greneral Manager’s staff,and how much was
to go to the Chief Accountant’s staff, and
so on. Coming to the malerial and stores
of all kinds for the Railway Department,
the Committee were asked to vote in one
sum £150,000 for material and stores for
the working of the railways, and £27,000
for incidental expenses. The details of
these ainounts were not forthcoming, and
if it was. too much to ask for those
details, surely the Committee were justified
in asking bow much of the amount for
malerial and stores was to be handed to
the Locomotive Engineer and how much
to the Trafic Manager for the different
branches. The Committee voted last
yvear—and this was what gave rise to the
motion he had speken about—£169,000
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for material and stores, and £39,000 for
incidental expenses.

Tar CoMMISSIONER OF Ramwarvs:
Ounly £26,000 was expended.

Me. HOLMES: An amount of
£200,000 altogether was voted, and the
Commissioner #old hon. members last
year that if the amount was not required
the money wauld not be spent.  Now the
Commissioner told the Committee the
money had not been spent. The item for
incidental expenses was considerably
larger than anv similar item on the
Bstimates. When the Commissioner
told the Committee that it the money was
not required it would not be spent, he
(Mr. Hohnes) told the Commissioner
that the money was not required, and it
was gimply by this means that the Com-
missioner had effected the saving he had
spoken about.

Tae CoMmIssiONER oF Rarvways: If
the department had earned the revenue
which was anticipated last year, the whole
of that amount would have béen expended.

Mz. HOLMES: The system of pre-
genting the Bstimates to the Commiltee
was unsatisfactory; it was calculated to
mislead Parliament. Hon. members made
a noise a few evenings ago about a few
paltry thousands bemmg voted for the
Education Department, and the Premier
promised that the details of the amount
should be supplied. He hoped hon. mem-
bers would protest strougly against the
Railway items, so that if the details were
not supplied the amounts in the different
sub-heads should Dbe given to the Com-
mittee. Unless the information was sup-
plied hon. members could not fairly criti-
cise the Estimates.

Tue ComMMISSIONER OF HRAmLways:
Not a penny of the money wonld be
spent without the approval of the Trea-
surer, and the acenunts had to be audited
by the Auditor General.

Mr. HOLMES: The hon.
would have the right of reply.

Tue Commissioner oF Ramways: It
was necessary to take the chunces as he
got them.

Mer. Rosson: It was very bad form.

Tae ComumissioNER oF Rarnways said
he was erring in good company.

Mr. HOLMES: The other evening
the Commissioner said that he (Mr.
Holmes) had gone considerably out of his
way to induce some person to become

member
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© had discovered
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disloyal to the department, and the Com-
missioner further said that * some officer
had so far forgotten himself, hiz duty to
the department, and his loyalty to the
service to communicate to the hon.
member certain information.”” Following
on that in the next breath the Commis-
sioner said, “ I do not know how the hon.
member obtained his information which
he has made use of in this Chamber.” If
the Commuissioner did not know, as he
admitted he did not, how the information
was obtained, whut right had he (the
Commissioner) to impute motives, by
stating that he (Mr. Holmes) had induced
some person in the railway service to
become disloyal to the department ¥ Since
he moved his motion he had received
letters from all parts of the colony, from
the Eastern goldfields and elsewhere,
thankivg him for his feeble efforts in
endeavouring to reorganise the depart-
ment. The Commissioner had also
received letters asking him to withdraw
certain statements he had made use of.

TrrE CoMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
Ouly one letter had been received.

Mr. HOLMES: The Commissioner
had received one letter from a merchant
of this city, who it was said had been
guilty of inducing an officer to sign for
goods which he did not receive. Before
making such a statement as that about a
commercial institution of the country, the
Commissioner should have been certain
of his facts. The replies which the
Commissioner furnished to his (Mr.
Holmes’s) statements were compiled—he
had it on the authority of the member
for West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest)
—by the OChief Traflic Manager, the
Gteneral Manager, and the Commis-
sioner of Railways; and if these replies
were prepared by those officers, surely
it was not too much to expect that
they were correct. If the Commissioner’s
reply was wrong—and we had been told
that one letter had been received asking
the Commissioner to withdraw the state-
ment made that the firm had induced an
officer to sign for goods not received-—
there was necessity for further inquiry,
and that inquiry should be held. But
the Commissioner's reply should bhave
been correct in the first instance. 1f the
Commussioner now said that he bad made
a further inquiry into the matier, and
that bis resprnsible
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officers had been hoodwinking him in the
same manner as they had been hood-
winking the Auditor General’s officials,
the merchant in question should receive
the satisfaction he was entitled to. When
he (Mr. Holmes) made the charges
against the Railway Department he was
practically probing in the dark. Con-
sidering the various svurces from which
he obtained his information, he was fairly
right, and he was safe in saying, on the
Comnissioner’s admission, that there was
hopeless incompetence. The railways of
the country were not conducted in a satis-
factory manner, and he hoped before he
closed that he would prove his statements.
The commercial section of the community
who are unfortunate encugh to have
business with the Railway Department
of the colony were worried and annoyed
from one week’s end to another by the
Railway Department.

THE CoMMISSIONER OF RAILwavs: It
was the same in every business.

Mr. HOLMES: It was particularly
#0 in the Railway Department. Until
there was some re-organisation, and nntil
the railway estimates were placed on a
satisfactory basis, he (Mr. Holmes) would
continne to move. The member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans) had a good
deal to say about the Railway Department
when speaking to his (Mr. Holmes’s)
motion; but the member for Coolgardie
hail a good deal more to say about himself
(Mr. Holmes). The member for Cool-
gardie commenced by denying the accu-

[ASSEMBLY.]

sations he {Mr. Holmes) made, and ended -

by repudiating the admissions of the
Commissioner. Knowing the hon. member
for Coolgardie, the Committee would be

prepared to admit that when the interests |
of the Governmeut were at stake, at all '

events when the interests of the Railway

Department were at stake, that member -

was capable of saying anything to serve
his own ends.
Mz. Morax: Not his own ends.

Debate on Railways.

Mzr. HOLMES said he might have
gained the sympathy of the approving
publie, and he might have brought down |
the wrath of the powerful governing
syndicate on the Treasury benches. The
member for Coolgardie referred to
unworthy motives, and while he (Mr.
Holmes) was prepared to admit that the
hon. member {Mr. Morgans) was ab
authority on nnworthy motives, he (Mr.
Holes) was not prepared to admit that
he had been guilty of unworthy motives.
‘What authority had the hon. member to
impute unworthy motives? A very bad
case had been proved against the Rail-
way Department, and it was usual under
such cireumstances, for Government
supporters to descend to personul abuse,
as had been done in this instance. If the
member for West Kimberley (Mr. A.
Forrest) were in his place he would be
able to say from an intimate acquaint-
ance of ten years whether he had ever
known him (Mr. Holmes) to be guilty
of unwerthy motives or unworthy actions,
and the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Higham), with whom he (Mr. Holmes)
bad served as a boy, and who had known
him for the last 20 years, wounld be
able to give sumilar testimony.

Me. Moraans: That was not the
accusation,

Mr. HOLMES: The man who feared
the general election wos the man who
gold his principles for his personal benefit,
and the man who sold his people at the
same price. The man who feared the
general election, was he who would
advocate a railway to Bonnie Vale,
becanse he happened to have a mine
there.

Tae Cratrman: The hon. member
must not impute motives.

Mz. HOLMES : Motives were not being
imputed to any hon. member. The man
who would fear the people was he who

" would advocate an exhibition at Cool-

Mz, HOLMES : The member for
Coolgardie stated that at the next general

election his (Mr. Holmes's) action would
recoil upon himself for an endeavour to
reorganise one of the many mismanaged
departments in the control of the Govern-
ment.
fear at the next general election. What
had he gained by his action in the House ¥
Mz. Domerry: Notoriety.

He (Mr. Holmes) had nothing to

gardie, because he might derive some
benefit, therefrom, or the wan who
would advocate a rallway to Mount
Leonora, because he and a powerful
svndicate in London held propertres
there. That was the man who feared
a general election, and not the man who
did his duty and was prepared as he
{Mr. Holmes) was to meet his con-
stituents. Perhaps the member for Cool-
gardie made the charge of unwerthy
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motives because he regarded him (Mr.
Holmes) as of the same class as the
ordinary mining expert with whom the
hon. member associated every day;
and there was a saying, “ Tell me your
company and I will tell you what you are.”
The member for Coolgardie charged him
(Mr. Holmes) with exaggeration ; but in
no one instance was any information
exaggerated, and when he (Mr. Holmes)
thought of the various sources from which
the mformation was obtained, he mar-
velled to find himself se fairly accurate.
Both the member for Coolgardie and the
Commissioner said that if he (Mr.
Holmes) had gone to the heads of the
department, he could have obtained all
the information correctly. When speak-
ing on the Address-in-Reply he casually
remarked that when the opportunity
presented itself he would be able to make
some startling statements as to the
adwministration of the Railway Depart-
ment. On that occasion the Press reported
that the Commissioner of Railways did
notappear to bein the least concerned; but
on the two or three days following the
statement, he (Mr. Holines) was pestered
with telephone messages from the Traffic
Manager, asking him (Mr. Holmes) to
call, as he had some business with him.
Ultimately, he accepted the invitation,
and spent two hours with the Traffic
Manager, and found that the object was
not to give information, but to ask what
information was in his (Mr. Holmes's)
possession.

Me. Vosrem:
scheme.”

Me. HOLMES : They * pumped,” but
got no satisfaction. The Manager said,
“Do you know anything about Baxter
and Prince, or do you know anything
about Millar Brothers ¥’ to which he
(Mr. Holnes) replied, “ No ; but I would
like to.” Here was an opportunity for
the head of the depurtment, if he were
anxious and willing to do so, to give
information, but no information was forth-
coming ; and if he (Mr. Holmes) had
had unworthy motives, he might have
pumped the Manager then. The mfor-
mation which he {Mr. Holmes) had given
to the House had been voluntarily given to
him ; and what would have been said of
him if, six months hence, it had tran-
spired that he was in possession of these
fucts in regard to this hopelessly wmis-

Tt was a “pumping
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managed department, and had not made
use of them ?

Tae CommissroNenr oF Raruways: If
the hon. member had asked, the whole of
the papers could have been laid on the
table of the House.

Mr. HOLMES: In making those
charges against the Railway Department,
nothing was said but what was true; and
why did the Government want to know
where the information was obtained ?
Was it desired to persecute some private
or public individuals? Who owned the
railways? Were the railway officials
servants of the public, or servants of the
Commissioner 7 But he did not want to
labour this question. He was prepared
to accept either honour or abuse from the
Government side of the House, because
he valued neither. In concluding on this
point, he would say that the despotic and
governing syndicate (the Government)
ghould never have the satisfaction of
knowing how, when, or where he obtained
the information. The purchase of the
trucks from the Seabrook Battery wasnot
at all satisfactory, but as he did not wish
to delay the House he would not say
anything more about the matter, although
hon. members, the public, and himself
were inclined to think there was a good
deal in the charge. He would content
himself with dealing with the £5,000
concesgion allowed to that company. The
Commissioner had said that the concession
was granted in order to “foster an
industry,” and that a lien was taken over
the trucks before the bond was exceeded ;
but immediately afterwards the Commis-
gioner said that at the time the lien was
taken, the department were negotiating
for the purchase of the trucks.

Mr. InLinewonrre: That was
mixed.

Mr. HOLMES: Tt was a bit mixed.
The trucks were the means by which the
industry existed, and if the Government
were negotiating the purchase at the time
they gave this £5,000 credit—which they
had no right to give-—they were taking
away the only support of the industry.
If hon. members were prepared to accept
the Commissioner’s explanations as satis-
factory, the fact could not be helped, but
he (Mr. Holmes) could not accept the
explanation, and he did not think any
reusonable man could.  Railway freights

a hif

. wereacash transaction, because a, cnstomer
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must either pay cash or make a deposit |
of the amount of the freight required ;
and as that rule was insisted on generally,
it must be admitted that an unusual con- |
cession had been made to the Seabrook
Company. It had been stated that the
department were anxious to give infor-
mation, but no further information had
been given in reply to the charges than
could not possibly be avoided. If the
department were anxious and willing to
give information, he asked the Commis-
gioner now to tell hon, members how
many similar instances had occurred.
In the matter of Millar Brothers he made
two distinet charges of a gross nature,
and these had never been repudiated.

Mgr. InLingworrH: They were ad-
mitted.

Mz, HOLMES: No; the two charges
referred to were passed over. He pointed
out that Millar Brothers were allowed the
use of trucks at half the rates charged to
other companies, and that Millar Brothers
were allowed a concession of 25 per cent.
on the freight of all timber smaller than
sleepers, a concession which no other
company received. These charges had
not been replied to, and he would like to
know who authorised the allowance.
Was it to foster the timber industry,
or to foster Millar Brothers at the
expense of all the other companies?
The latter suggestion seemed to better
meet the case, and he would go further
and point out that a circular was issued
to the whole of the railway officers
who had dealings with Millar Brothers,
to the effect that the rates laid down on
page 43 of the merchandise rate-book
were cancelled so far as this firm were
concerned, and that they were to be
charged 1s. 3d. for four-wheel trucks and
2s. 6d. for eight-wheel trucks, irrespective
of distance, the rates in the book being,
to all the other timber companies, 2s. 6d.
and 5s. per truck. If that was not
fostering Millar Brothers at the expense
of the rest of the timber companies, he
was wrong in his judgment, but it would
take a lot to convince him that he was
wrong.

Tue ComarissioNER OF RarLways: The
arrangement was not denied, but it was
justified.

Mer. HOLMES: Who authorised that

[ASSEMBLY.]

, this manner®

half-rate ? Were responsible officers
anthorised to make such concessions, or !
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why were Millar Brothers singled out in
The Commissioner told,
hon. members that £2 464 was written
off Millax Brothers’ account for demur-

" rage, because the Railway Department

had detained Millar Brothers' trucks on
the Grovernment lines.

Tre ComuissioNer oF Rainways: It
was an adjustment.

Me. HOLMES: It was an adjustment
to suit Millar Brothers. The reason for
the demurrage, he understood, was that
the trucks were detained at Fremantle
because Millar Brothers’ ships could
not take the timber. In that rute-
book the department allowed private
companies, who had trucks of their
own, 6d. per ton rebate, and they
undertook no responsibility to return
trucks except at their own convenience;
vet, as he had said, Messrs. Millar
Brothers were allowed this £2,464 for
demurrage. The Commissioner said that
they did a railway business of £50,000
with Millar Brothers last year, and his
argument was that because they carried
£50,000 worth of freight for Millar
Brothers, there was no harm in writing
off £2,000. He (Mr. Holimes) found
from the General Manager's report that
the loss on the traffic last year on this
South-Western line, after paying interest,
was £14,250; consequently they carried
£50,000 worth of timber for Millar
Brothers at a loss.

Tee CommissioNer oF Ramwavs:
There was not a loss with regard to them.

Mr. HOLMES: There was a loss
regarding the £50,000 worth of timber,
and yet the department wrote off £2,500.
The railway transactions with Messrs.
Millar Brothers were no less than a
public scandal. With regard to the
sleepers for Messrs. Baxter and Prince, the
Commissioner said the Railway Depart-
ment could not say what had become of
them, and that they were all over the place.
These sleepers placed end to end would
measure 15 miles, and put side by side
would cover 10 acres. The Midland
Railway Company, over whose line these
sleepers passed, were able to prove
delivery, yet the Government Railway
Department, which handled the self-same
sleepers, were made to pay £1,000, 8,500
of the sleepers being lost. The Govern-
ment took some of them, and handed
them over to Wilkie Brothers, who were
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constructing the Coolgardie to Southern
Cross line. At all events a lot of them
went into Wilkie Brothers’ line. He
would like to know if Wilkie Brothers
paid for them, and if not, why not? In
addition to this £1,000, £2,500 was
written off Baxter and Prince’s freight
aceount, making a total of £3,500. The
Commissioner said they expected to
receive some concession from the Midland
Railway Company ; but the Minister
knew there was no hope at the present
tiune of getting paywent of any unjust
claim from that company. We had the
boast of the department that though at
one time the claims for lost goods went
into some hundreds and thousands of
pounds, to-day they were practically a
mere cipher. The House ought to know
how these claims were adjusted and the
amounts kept to a normal sum. If the
Railway Department lost a grindstone
belonging to a person, and had a cheese
and did not know who the owner was, they
gave the cheese as a compromise for the
grindstone. If a man happened to send a
spring mattress, and it was lost, the
Government would give a quantity’ of
oats as a compromise ; or if a person lost
American doors, the Governmment would
give kérosene as the nearest compromise
they could get.

TeE CoMMISSIONER oOF RaiLwavs:
One was lncky to get anything.

Mr. HOLMES : The day of reckoning
must come. He could tell the Com-
missioner of a case in which the depart-
ment absolutely lost a siding. We knew
how they lost some exhibits for Guild-
ford show, which reached there some days
afterwards, be thought. Goods belonging
to merchants at Fremantle were lost, and
the department said, “ We cannot find
your goods; we have some others we will
give you in exchange” He koew of one
merchant who had a claim against the
department for a lot of goods lost, and
they gave him in exchange what they had
in stock. Subsequently the department
lost a further lot of goods belonging to
the self-sane merchant, and in exchange
for this second lot of goods they gave him
the goods which were lost the first time.

Mgz. Dorgrry: How many years ago
was that?

Mr. HOLMES: In the last three
months, A timber merchaunt, chaff ner-
chant, or a petson engaged in some such
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business having a bulk lot of goods,

oceupied a lot of trucks, and was supposed
to take delivery immediately on arrival, in
order that the trucks might be sent back
and again used in traffic. It was not always
convenient fo the merchant to accept
delivery immediately, and consequently
railway trucks were detained, and the
department should charge demurrage.
The Railway Department frequently
charged demurrage running into a con-
siderable amount—=£10, £20, or £30 as
the case might be—and if the department
had a £10 claim for demurrage against &
merchant, and the merchant a claim of
£1 agaiust the department for goods lost,
they compromised it by wiping off the
£10 and the £1, the merchant getting
the best of the bargain by 900 per cent.
The Minister compromised a matter in
such a way that he got out of one
difficulty one day, and into another the
next. We had an admission by the
Commissioner that a cheque for £339 12s.
was lost for four years—from Septem-
ber, 1895, to September, 1899 — and
the department never knew that they
owned the money until the Commissioner,
as he himself stated, met the bank
manager in Perth one day, and the bank
manager told him, The Commissioner
said the station-magter thought the hank
had remitted the amount to Perth, and
the Chief Trafic Manager thought the
money bad got there.

Tere CoMMISSIONER OF RAILwaAYs:
Why did the hon. member want to rake
up those things ihat oceurred about five
years ago ?

Mg. HOLMES: The present Commis-
sioner came into office, and the Commis-
sioner's advance account could not be
made to balance.

Tae CoMmIssIONER oF Ratnwavs: It
had been proved by him that the account
had Dbeen balanced, and that the Auditor
(teneral gave a certificate. Did he not
read if, out ?

Mz. HOLMES: If the Commissioner
would leave him alone he would prove
that the account was not balanced.

Tur CommissioNER oOF RaiLwavs:
Perbaps it was to credit balance.

Mge. HOLMES: Anyoune who had any-
thing to do with a cash account must
know that this account was not balanced.
Perhaps the account was made to balauvce,
but there was a balance really when the
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amount was the same on both sides. He
repeated that in this instance the account
was never balanced. We had the Audi-
tor General’s report iIn connection with
our railway service, stubing that the
department had been guilty of misap-
propriation of public money, and had
attempted to hoodwink the Audit Depart-
ment. That report had been confirmed
by the Auditor General He (Mr.
Holwnes) ventured to suggest that the
department were attempting to hoodwink
this House; but it would be a very diffi-
cult matter to hoodwink him in connec-
tion with the subject. The Commissioner
said that if the Auditor General’s report
was correct, the present Ministry were not
fit to oceupy office. He agreed with the
statement. We found that the Auditor
Gteneral’'s report was still insisted upon,
and also that the Government continued
to remain in office.

M=z. Domerty: Members could not
get anyone to take their places.
* Mer. HOLMES: The Commisgioner
said the Auditor General should have
reported so and so, and he (Mr. Holnes)
duved say that if the Auditor General
had listened to the officers controlling his
department he would have done so; but
we kuew the Auditor General reported
what he considered it his duty to report,
and in his (Mr. Holmes’s) opinion mem-
bers would come to the conclusion that
the Auditor General was the best judge
as to what should be reported to the
House. Une of the most serious charges
made by him (Mr. Holmes) in conneetion
with the Railway Department was that
relating to the construction branch under
the management of the Engineer-in-Chief,
and the working railway branch under
the management of the General Manager
of Railways. The construction branch
built. station houses, engine sheds, and
goods sheds — architectural freaks he
called them — which had never been
occupied since their construction, for the
simple reason, he believed, that the con-
struction branch constructed them with-
out asking the working branch whether
they wanted them. The Commissioner
gaid they were occupied. He (Mr.
Holmes) believed that one man oceu-
pied one room in one house, but the
engine sheds, the goods sheds, and such
like had pever heen used. Was this
expenditure to go on?  Were hon,
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! members going to tolerate this expen-
diture and profess to say they had
the welfare of the country at heart?
He was still of opinion that we were
*living in a fool’s paradise” in connec-
tion with the Railway Department, and
we should there continue so long as
improvements to railways and new rolling-
stock were paid for out of loan, and
until such expenditure was paid out of
revenue. As long as this system con-
tinued so long wounld rolling-stock be
worked till it fell to pieces, and con-
demned when it ought to be repaired, for
the reason that if condemned new stock
could be purchased from loan, but if
repaired, the repairs must be paid for out
of revenue. Apparently the aystem
adopted to-day was to knock out the
rolling-stock and replace it by new,
because new stock was paid out of loan
and charged to capital account, whilst
repairs to old stock must be paid out of
revenue, ‘

Mg. ItriNneworra: For that system
there would be a day of reckoning.

Mgr. HOLMES: By this means a
fictitious profit was shown.

Tue CommissionEr oF RATLways:
The hon. member well knew that such a
system could not obtain.

Me. HOLMES: The present system
would bring ruin and disaster to this as
to other colonies. Railways should be
constructed and equipped out of capital
agcount. When constructed and eguipped
that account should be closed ; and any
additional rolling-stock and any improve-
ments should be paid for out of earnings.

Tue CommissioNer oOF RAILways:
That was done every day.

Mg. HOLMES: No.

TeE CommissioNER oF Ratn.ways : Let

the hon. member prove his statement.
* Mg HOTMES said he would prove it
from the report of the General Manager
of Railways-—from reports laid on the
table.

Tue ComMmiSSIONER OF RatLways:
Prove it. The statement was absurd.

Mzr. HOLMES: A department capable
of balancing a cash acconnt which should
have shown a deficiency of £339 12s,,
and of hood-winking the Audit Depart-
ment, was capable of producing and pre-
senting to the House any fictitious
| acconnts. A few days agoe he had
i expressed the opinion thut the trucks of
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the department were not in proper repair. |

The Commissioner replied that they were;
and said that out of 5,000 trucks there
were ouly 177 being repaired. That
proved his (Mr. Holmes's) arcument., As
a fact, he believed 3,000 frucks ought to
be undergoing repair ; and they were not
being repaired because repairs would have
to be paid for out of revenue.

M=. DosErTY : Was it not better that
the trucks should be earming money on
the lines ?

Mge. HOLMES: There was a fictitious
profit of £69,449 on the whole of the
working of the railways. He was speak-
ing with authority, for his information
was obtained from the reports of the
principal officers of the department. To
confirm what he had said about rolling-
gtock, he proposed to quote the Loco-
motive Engineer, who said:

- We have 231 engines in all; and during the
last year only 81 of these have been thoroughly

overhauled.

The same officer further said :

The average cost of each for repairs was be-
tween £400 and £500,0r a total of about £35,000.

Tue Commssroner oF RarLways: Did
not that prove that the engines had gone
through the shops ?

Mr. HOLMES: The Engineer con.
tinued:

1 had proposed that o larger number of
engines shonld have heen repaired, but in
consequence of our repairing estimates being
reduced, I was nnable to do so.

Mr. Domewrry: That was during a
“lean year.”

Mg. HOLMES : During last year. He
feared he conld not notice the hon. mem-
ber interjecting, who, with little know-
ledge, spoke much. The Locomotive
Engineer continued :

We have now a large number of engines

awaiting repairs, and I am somewhat con-
cerned as to how we are to overtake the neces-
BArY repalra.
But if the balance of the engines, 150,
had beeu repaired, as according to the
Locomotive Eugineer they should have
been, and had been repaired at the same
cost as the other engines, that cost alone
would have wiped out the fictitious profit
of £69,000.

Mg. Douerry: Half of those engines
were new and required no repairs,

Mg, HOLMES: The hon. member
could speak in his twn. To-day the
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House had been asked to veote £330,000
on a new Loan Bill, for additions and
improvements to openel railways, to be

i added to capital account, thus shewing a
fictitions profit of £69,000.

The Bill
showed additions and improvements to
opened railways, £65,000; rails and
fastenings for opened railways, £100,000.

Tae PrEMIER: Not to opened railways
only.

Tar CoMMIBSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
The Bill did not state “ opened railways.”

Mr. HOLMES said that was his read-
ing of the Bill. The line under the
previous item was dotted; and he took
the dots to mean that the expenditure
was for opened railways.

Tuag CoOMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
That was not so.

Mr. HOLMES: At all events, in the
Loan Bill was a suin of £330,000 for
improvements to opened railways and
rolling-stock.

Tar CoMMISSIONER OF RATLWATS said
he wished the sum were £500,000.

Mr. HOLMES said he would agree
with that if the department were prepared
to pay for the expenditure out of earnings.
On consideration, all must perceive that
the boasted profit on the railways was
fictitious and unsafisfactory. The Loco-
motive Engineer stated further in this
connection :

I have already cxplained that the cxpendi-

ture on repairs was less than I proposed and
knew to be necessary. 'The effect of the mini-
mised expenditure shows chiefly to-day in the
condition of our engine stock, which, as I have
already said, is causing me some concern.
The same officer said further that it was
obvious that the amount expended was
insufficient to maintain the engine stock
in anything like a satisfactory condition
of repair. Our wagons, and the wagons
that carried our stock, were in a better
state of repair; but a larger expenditure
on repairing this stock was desirable.

Ter COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
The Locomotive Engineer had not said a
word on that subject. Let the hon.
member read the report itself.

Mr. HOLMES said he was quoting
from the Locomotive Engineer’s report,
and the quotation was absolutely correct.
The same officer said Ffurther that the
water in the goldfields dams had lLeen of
great assistance to the Jdepartment this
year. That was no doubt true; and that



2358 Annual Estimates:
water supply helped to show a fictitious
profit. Those railway dams were.con-
structed out of loan money. Had thatloan
expenditure been transferred to the capital
account of the railways ? The dams were
now maintained for no other purpose
than for the railway service. If the cost
of those dams bad not been transferred
to the capital account of the Railway
Department, it should be transferred.

THE CoMMISSIONER oF Rarrwavs: It
had been transferred, with the exception
of £13,000,

Mr. HOLMES: That
factory.

Tus CoMMISSIONER oF RarLways: All
the dams on the railway route, with the
exception of four, had been built out of
loan,

Mr. HOLMES: Thus adding to the
capital cost of the railways?

THE CoOMMISSIONER OF RaILwavs:
Yes.

M=r. HOLMES: S8till there remained
the point of the member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran) : in the event of that
water supply failing, as it probably would
in a dry season, the effect on the depart-
mental earnings would be disastrous.
Although the capital account of the rail-
ways was being continually increased,
nothing was written off for depreciation.
It would not matter what was the capital
cost of the rolling-stock, efcetera, so long
a3 such material was required, provided
an adequate sum were written off for
depreciation; but that was not done. If
the department continued to increase its
capital account at the same rate, and with
the prospects of a loss in the working of
the railways staring them in the face, the
system spelt ruin,

Mz. Donerry: Increase the rates and
make the railways pay.

Mr. HOLMES: To show that the
present rolling-stock did not meet require-
ments, the Locomotive Engineer said that
last year an order was passed for 25 new
engines to the value of some £40,000,
but that this order had never been
placed, and that when placed two years
must elapse befote delivery. The officer
said further that it was imperative that
an order for 50 additional engines—at

was  sabis-
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enumerated on page 20 of the railway
report, and hon. members could read
them for themselves. One item would
suffice. The Traffic Manager said :

I would wrge the alteration of the Midland
Junetion yard. so as to provide up and down
platforms and a marshalling yard, and would
also press for the relaying of the Yilgarn and
South-Western lines,

That was a nice little order in itself,

Mr. Morav: Enough, without any
more railways.

Mr. HOLMES: Why was it these
Lines required relaying 7 He had his ocwn
ides, on the matter, and he was backed up
by the reports. The department had
neglected to look after the lines, and in
this way had cut down expenses: the
reports showed that.

Trr CoMMISSIONER OF Rarnways:
There were heavier engines running over
the lines.

Me. HOLMES: Was the department

| going to lay heavy rails on the South.

Western line? If the lines had heen
looked after as they should have been, the
lines would have been in a better state of
repair to-day ; but the lines had not been
looked after, because the expense of look-
ing after the lines would have to be paid
out of revenue. Any work paid for out
of loan money was carried out. In sup-
port of the statement that the lines had
not been looked after, he (Mr. Holmes)
might state that in 1898 £181 per mile
was spent in keeping the lines in repair,
but this year only £130 had been
expended ; that represented a saving of
£5] per wile, or .£60,000, and that
£60,000 was put down as saved ; he (Mr.
Holmes) called it something else. Then
there was the necessity of relaymng and
improving the lines. The Engineer

~ for Existing Tines said that 206 miles

of light rails on the Kalgoorlie line
required relaying te carry heavy engines,
yet Parliament was asked to extend the
railway system further out, and we had
the opinion of the Engineer for' Existing

" Lines that 206 miles of the railway line

a cost of £80,000—should be placed
without delay. The Chief Traffic Manager

considered that a large number of works
was absolutely necessary. 'These were

at this end would not carry the traffic
or the engines passing over it. The
General Manager recomnmended that ad-
ditions and inproveinents in alt directions
should be carried out. New roiling stock
was required, extensions in the Perth
yard, extensions in the Kalgoorke yard,
the duplication of the lines, and inter-
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locking in every direction, which meant a
continual increase in the capital account
and a decreasing revenue staring ug in
the face.

Tue CommrssioNer OF Rainways: No.

Mr. HOLMES: Decreasing per mile.
We had a greater milway revenue to-day
than we ever had, but the returns were
presented to .Parliament in the number
of miles, not in regard to the single lines.

Mr. Domerry: If the€ business in-
creased the lines must be increased.

Mr. HOLMES: What did we find
when we looked into the working of the
railways? There was only one line
which was paying ; although the Premier
told the leuder of the Opposition the
other day that he opposed these lines and
now they were all paying. There was
absolutely a loss last year on the working
of the Great Southern Railway, after
paying interest, of £23,250, and the
purchase of this line was the trunp card
of the Forrest administration. After
redncing the mileage of the train service
from 340,000 miles travelled to 210,000
miles, this was a reduction of 40 per
cenb. in the number of miles travelled.
By this means there was a saving of
£28,000 effected ; still there was a loss of
£23,250. The interest alone on this line
was £27,500 o year, und the net profit
after paying expenses was £4,250, leaving
a loss of £23,250.

Tue ComMIsSTONER oF Ratnways:
Better than the loss of the previous year
of £53,000,

Mgr. HOLMES : That showed that
there had been reckless expenditure in
the previous year. There could be no
Further saving i working expenses to
bring about a profit ; the expenditure had
been reduced to bed rock, and yet the
railways did not pay. The expenditure
could not be further reduced. The Com-
mittee had also fo face a loss on the
South . Western Railway line, and the
loss on this year’s working was £14,250,
The General Traffic Manager said this
loss must continue as long as timber and
coal and such like goods were carried at
the-present rates. ILast year the loss on
the Northern line was £14,028, while the
only hne that was paying was the gold-
fields line, on which there was a profit of
£123,187. Aguinst this there was a loss
on all the other lines of £53,783, leaving
w net profit of £69,449. There was a
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reckless expenditure of £11,000 on the
South-Western Railway last year which
amount had been saved this year; still
there was a losa. 'There could be no
further saving in this direction, and
reform was the only hope of saving the
Railway Department from trouble. If
the railways of this colony had cost in
construction anything like the cost per
mile of the railways in the Eastern colo-
nies we would have been in trouble long
ago. Our railways were constructed at a
nominal cost which so far saved us from
ruin; the department had been hood-
winked by a temporary railway snceess,
but it would mean ultimate rain. A
department that was cupable of getting
out of one merchant’s debt by getting
further into some other merchant’s debt,
and which balanced the cash account
when there was a deficiency of £339 12s.
—the department that was capable of
doing such actions to mislead Parliament,
and which the Auditor General said had
been guilty. of misappropriating public
money and attempting to hoodwink his
officers, should not have the confidence of
Parliament or the country.

Me. LEAKE: As the Commissioner
of Railways would probably like to take
time to consider his reply to the hon.
mewber (Mr. Holmes), he moved that

_progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to
816 again.

LOAN BILL, .£750,000.
POSTPONEMENT.

Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) moved that the order for the
second reading of the Loan Bill be post-
poned until the next day.

Mr. LEAKE: Had any arrangement
been made in regard to the business of
the House? because this Loan Bill had
been postponed for some considerable
time, and members were anxious to hear
something about it.

Tue Premier: It was rather late in
the evening to go on with the Bill.

Mr. LEAKE suggested that if the
Bill were. postponed until the following
day, it should be placed on the Notice
Paper before the Estimates.

Tne PremIEr: There was no objection
to that.
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Me. LEAKE: Now that the Railway
Estimates were before the House, there
was a feeling that if the Loan Bill were
explained, one would tend to throw light
on the other.

Tre PREMIER: It was difficult to
see that one had anything to do with the
other. One Order of the Day was the
Estimates for the year, and the other
was a Loan Bill.

Question put and passed, and the
order postponed.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL (MiNing).
IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 and 2 —agreed to.

Clause 3—Amendment of Section 113
of the principal Act:

M=z. WILSON : This clause amended
Seciion 118 of last year’s Act, inasmuch
as it struck out the provision that the
deposit made on application for a block
of timber land should be forfeited if the
application were uot gone on with. He
did not see why there should bLe the
amendment, because it was absolutely
necessary the deposit should be forfeited
if the application were not gone on
with.

Tee PREMIER.: Section 113 of the
Act provided that every application should
be accompanied by a deposit, as required

by Section 186, which deposit, according.

{0 the amendment, ““ shall be returned if
the application is refused by the Minister,
which he has power to do.” If the
amendment were not made an applicant
would be able to abandon an application,
or not proceed with it.

MEe. Wirson: An applicant could not
be bound to proceed.

Tre PREMIER: But he would not
get his rent back if le did not proceed.
An applicant for timber land, or any
other land, had ne right to withdraw an
application after he had made it, because
he might be keeping other people off the
land in the meantime. The only case in
which an application could be withdrawn
wag when it was refused by the Minister,
and then the rent was repaid. Section
136 of the Aect dealt with the periods for
which the rent was paid, and the land
was the applicant’s for all that time, and
he had no power to withdraw and get his
money back, because he had made up his
mind he wanted the land, before he
applied for it.
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! Mgr. WILSON : It was a well-known
| fact that applicants for timber country
. paid a deposit of something like 5 per
. cent., which covered them for a period of
30 days.

ToE PrEMIER: Where did the hon.
member get that law from ?

Mr. WILSON: From custom and
usage, because he had done.it himself.

Tax PrEmigr: Since the new Act was
passed ?

Mr. WILSON : Since the new Act was
passed be had not done that personally;
but whatever the deposit was, the Gov-
ernment ought to have power to forfeit
i, and he was really arguing in favour of
the Government.

Mr. JAMES: The Premier and the
member for the Canning (Mr. Wilson)
both seemed to have the same object.

Tue PREMIER: Yes; but it worked out
in & different way from the point of view
of the member for the Canning.

Mer. JAMES: The deposit was paid in
accordance with Section 136, and by Sec-
tion 113 the deposit could be forfeited if
the application was abandoned or not
proceeded with within 30 days. The
effect of the amendment would be that
the amount would be returned if the
application was refused by the Minister,
and the question would arise at once as
to what became of the deposit when a
man abandoned his application, or did
not proceed with it.

Tae Premrer: The department made
the applicant hold the land for a term,
and if he did not continue, he forfeited
it

Mr. JAMES: In ordinary cases, until
an offer was accepted, there was no bind-
ing contract, so that untilan application
for a lease was accepted, an applicant
could always withdraw.

Tae Premrer: If the amendment
were not passed, a loophole was left for a
man to monopolise the land for 30 days.

Me. JAMES: The only way to avoid
that would be to inake a heavier deposit.
Suppose for the purpose of argument, the
position was that apart from the section
as it stood now, an application could be
made and there was nothing forfeited, if
the section were amended and the day
afterwards an application were made and
abandoned, the applicant could ask for
the return of his money, becanse the
| whole provision as to forfeiture had been
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struck out. Would it not be wise to
retain the power to forfeit: ?

Tae MinisTer oF MINEs: A person
must pay & quarter or & half-year's rent,
as the case might be.

Mr. JAMES: Money was paid by way
of deposit, and supposing the apphca.t.:on
were withdmwn before being accepted,
what was to become of the deposit? The
Government could not retain it. Under
Section 113 there was power to forfeit.

Tur Premier: Section 113 provided
that within thirty days after approval a
person  could withdraw.  TUnder the
amendment, proposed he would not huve
the option of not proceeding. Having
paid, he must proceed unless the Mxmstcr
refused to consent.

Mr. JAMES: If he tendered for w
contract, there was no binding contract
until it was accepted, and he could with-
draw.

Tuae PreMIER: The words “if aban-
doned before the date of approval ” might
be inserted : he would agree to that.

Mr. JAMES: The inference from
Section 113 was that if one withdrew an
application within thirty days of approval,
he was entitled to receive his money back.
One cught not to be entitled to receive
the money back.

Tre Premier: That was not the
practice in the Lands Office.

Mr. JAMES: Tt was desirable to strike
out the words © or is not proceeded with.”

Tae PrEmier: Before the date of
npproval ?

Mzr. JAMES: The Premier said one
counld not abandon it after approval.

Tre Prepuer: If it was refused by
the Minister, the money was always re-
turned.

Mg. JAMES : That was only fair.

Tae PREMIER: The necessary
amendment eould be managed. He moved
that all the words after ** words,” in line
2, be struck out, and the following in-
serted in lien thereof, in the fifth and
sixth lines, “or is not proceeded with
within thirty days from.”

Amendment put and passed, and clause
as amended agreed to.

Clause 4—agreed to.

Clause 5— Repeal of Section 121, Sub-
section 1 of principal Act, and substitu-
tion of another sub-section :

Mg, WILSON: The point in this was

& question he had raised as to whether a | and keep them in order.
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charge should be made in the shape of
private siding charge for comnecting a
private railway with the main line. He
did not think it was ever inlended this
charge should be made, and he did not
see why 1t should be imposed. Under.
the cld Act persons had a right to connect
private milways with the Government
railways. Feople bad to bear the whole
of the cost, and if they utilised a station
yard they also had to bear a portion of
the cost. Why they should be burdened
with a siding charge for something they
did possess and did not use, he did not
see, unless it was to enable the manage-
ment of the Railway Departinent to add
some sinall amount to the revenue. These
private railways were feeders to the
Government system, and the fewer the
disabilities placed upon them the better.
This especially affected the timber in-
dustry, which at the present time was
labouring under difficulties enough. He
moved that after the word “aund,” in line
6 of Sub-clause 1, the words " without
charge ” be inserted.

Toe COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The insertion of these words was
objected to by him. Clause121of the Land
Act provided for the counection of a rail.
way or tramway constrncted through a
timber lease with the Government rail-
ways. By an omission, no provision had
been made for bringing such sidings under
the departmental regulations, and by this
clause that difficulty would be remedied.
The department bore all the expense of
working the sidings, and the inconvenience
to the Government line, and had also to
provide for the upkeep of the braneh lines
connecting with the main line; and there.
fore the ordinary charge made by the
department should be paid for all sidings.
‘Why should a timber company be exempt
any more than a brick or gravel company ?

Tue PreMIER: Or an agriculturist.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS: The department paid a certain

' proportion of the upkeep of the siding,

and charged the usual rent imposed on
gimilar connections in other countries.
He would oppose the amendment.

Tae PREMIER: If every one else
were charged, why should a timber com-
pany go free? The argument of the
Commissioner was irresistible, that the
Government had to look after the sidings
Renewals when
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required had to be made by the depart-
ment, and the timber companies should
be willing to pay like any other company.

Mg. WILSON: A razilway connecting
with unother railway could not correctly
be termed a siding, and could not be
compared with a brck-yard or an agricul-
tural siding.

Tre CoMMISSIONES OF RAILways;
But it was a connection.

Mr. WILSON : What would happen
if raflways in Ebgland charged each
other for such connections? All such
lines were feeders.

Tee PreMIER: A Dbrick-yard siding
was. a feeder.

Mr. WILSON: But the timber com-
panies’ lines were railways bringing
traffic into the Government stations. It
wag unfair to so charge timber com-
panies and other private railway owners,
who had already been mulcted in the cost
of laying down the connections, the
charge for signalling, and a proportion of
the stationmaster’s salary.

Tre PrEMIER : What about upkeep?

Mz. WILSON : There was nothing to
keep up. The companies maintained the
line up to the Government points and
crossings. The charge, £20 a year,
though small, should not be imposed.

Amendment put and negatived, and the
clanse passed.

Clause 6—agreed to.

Clause 7—Repeal of Section 124 of

rincipal Act. Mining leases, pastoral
eases, ete, may be granted within
timber area :

Tae PREMIER moved that the clause
be struck out.

Put. and pagsed, and the clause struck
out.

Clanse 8—agreed to.

New Clause :

Tae PREMIER moved that the fol-
lowing be added to stand as Clause 7 :—

Amendment, of Sec. 124 of the principal Act.
—Section One hundred and twenty-four of the
principal Act is amended by inserting at the
commencement thereof the following worda :—
*Every timber lease shall be subject to the
provisions of any Acts relating to mining for
oold or other minerals so far as those Acts
create rights which may be exercised over
Crown Lands: Provided that every lease
granted under any of the said Acts of lands
comprised within a timber lease, shall be
granted, subject to the right of the proprietor
of the timber lease to cut and carry away
timber : Provided also that, notwithstanding
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anything contained in any of the said Aects,
a miner’s right or a mining license shall not
confer upon the holder thereof the right of
stripping bark or of cutting or removing
timber on land comprised in a timber lease.™

Me. WILSON gave notice of an amend-
ment to add words prohibiting any miner
from pegging out a claim on any portion
of & timber lease where there was a rail.
way, tramway, or building constructed ;
and also a proviso to give the timber
lessee power to carry railways, roads, or
tramways through the mining leases, so
long as the buildings of the miner were
not interfered with.

Toe Premize: What about the shaft?

Me. WILSON said he would alter his
amendment so as to protect the miners’
workings also. He moved that progress
be reported.

Motion put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit agam,

CEMETERIES BILL.
SECOND READING,

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather), in moving the second
reading, said: This is a short Bill, the
object of which is to facilitate the regula-
tion of cemeteries. At present the trus-
tees of cemeteries are not incorporated.
Tt is proposed by the Bill to incorporate
trustees, and additional power is given
by Clanse 3 to frame by-laws, impose
penalties, and geuerally to protect the
trustees of cemeteries.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10°50 o'clock
until the next day.



