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it would enable the Minister to bring in
a. few fresh clauses showing the reserva-
tions which would be granted in a lease.
Hon. members could not expect the lease
to be recited in the Bill, but the reserva.-
tions might be given. He moved that
progress be reporte.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported and leave given to

sit aga

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 21 minutes

past 10 until the next Monday evening.

Mmnulay, 201At No vemnber', 18.99.

Patper presented -Qnestion: LeUnOUrille Public Rat.
try-Question :Police Departmnent, Inquiry-Ques-

baon: Payment of Members, eferendum, point of
order - Annal Estimates, Railway Department,
Commilsioner's aunui Statement; debate, pro.

~Landai Act Amendment Bill, in Committee.
scond11 reI tonew claus, prgres-Ceneterios Bill,
rfint.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at 7.30
o'clock, p.m.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the PREnM: Return under Section

60 of the Insurance Companies Act.
Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION--LENNO-NVIIJLE PUBLIC
BATTERY.

MR. VOSPER asked the Minister of
Mines :.-i, Whether it was true that
the manager of the Lenuville Public
Battery had refused certain persons
employment, on the ground that they
were muembers of a, trade union; 2, If so,
whether the manager had authority to do

80; 3, If not whether the Minister would
prevent.such refusals recurring.

THE MINISTER OP MINES replied:
i, The manager reports that it is not
true; 2, Not being~ true, there is no reply
to give to this question; 3, No refusal
having been made, there are none to

Irecur, but managers have instructions
to obtain the most suitable enployees,
irrespective of any particular class.

Q UESTION-POICE DEPARTMENT,
INQUIRY.

Ma. VOSPER asked the Premier:
When is it intended to appoint a Royal
Cormissioui to inquire into the Polic~e
Department, as recommended by a reso-
lution of this House?

TEE PREMIER replied :.-It is ini-
tended to do so shortly.

QUESTION-PAYMENT OF MEMBERS,
REFERENDUM.

Ma. VOSPER asked the Premier: a,
'Whether it would be necessary, for the
purpose of enabling a referendum to be
taken on the question of pa 'yment of
mnemlbers, to introducel special legislation;
2, If so, whether the Government intended
to itroduce such legislation this session;

3 uO what date it mnight be expected
that the promised referendum would be
taken.

TT4E PREMIER replied:--z.The Gov.
erninent do not consider it niecessary to

Iintroduce any legislation, nor was it ever
Iintended to (10 so; 2 and 3 answered by

I No0. 1.
POINT OF ORDER.

Mn. VOSPER.: Should I be in order
in moving the adjournment of the House,
before the Orders of the Day are taken :P

THE SPEAKER: I do not think the
lion. member would he in order in doing

*it.
MR. VOSPER: I thought a inember

had the right to mnove the adjournnment
of the Rouse, to call attention to a
matter of urgency.

THE SPEAKfER: Yes; but whether a,
matter is one of urgency is for the
Speaker to decide; and I do not think
that the fact of the lion, member not
having received a satisfwAtory answer to
his question is a matter of sufficient
importance for him to move the adjourn-
inent of the House.

Payment of Itembers.[ASSE-MBLY.]
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Consideration resumed from 17th
November, at page 39, postponed votes.

RAILWAY DEPARTMENT (ComUiS-
sioner, Hon. F. H. Piesse).

Vote, Railways and * Trainways,
£810,800:

ANNUAL STATEMENT.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: It is not my intention to-night
to deal at great length with those railway
matters which I consider should be laid
before this House. Hon. members have
had before them the annual report upon
the working of the railways, by thle
perusal of which much information has
doubtless been afforded to them ;there.
fore it is hardly necessary for sue to deal
as fully on this occasion with matters
connected with the railways as is usually
the case; and in fact I may sy that,
even if I were inc-lined to do so, I do not
feel altogether capable (having beens
unwell) of so fully going into the subject
as I have done on previous occasions. I
may say that during the year the total
mileage of railways open was 1,355, an
increase of 363 miles over the mileage of
the preceding year. The total amount
expended in the construction and equip-
inent of railways to the end of June, 1898,
was £6,425,370, and during the past
year that amount has been added to by
£1,380,109; therefore it will be evident
that a large proportion of our loan
expenditure has been incurred in connec-
tion with the construction and equipment
of railways. There is one feature that I
would like to point out in regard to the
cost per mile of the railways, that during
the past year the average cost of Con-
struction, has been reduced by £3S45 per
mile. In 1898 the cost per mile open
was £5,088, and in 1899 the cost per
mile was £4,743. This, no doubt, is
accounted for by out taking over the
Mullewa, to Cue line of 190 miles, also
taking over the Kalgoorlie to Menzies
railway; both lines having been con-
structed at a very low cost, thus reducing
the average cost per mile for construction.
The result of the working of railways for
the year has been on the whole most
satisfactory. Although last year I antici-
pated receiving a revenue of X1,220,000,
I regret we did not receive this amount

by a considerable sum. At the time that
estimate was prepared, in the early part

*of the last financial year, we were under
the impression that we should continue to
receive the same amount of revenue as we
had received during the past year, or
nearly the same amount, with some addi-
tion for the new lines which we were
taking over: the lines from Mullewra to
Cue and Kalgoorlie to Meuzies, also
the other railways taken over in the
southern portion of the colony. But,
as shown afterwards, our estimate was
not realised, probably in consequence
of the depression whiich began to be
felt about that time, and no doubt
during which time the railways suffered.
Notwithstanding this fact, imnmediately

*we found the railway revenue falling we.
commenced to reduce expenditure, and
on reference to our table of results it will
be found we have been fairly successful.
The gross revenue.-for the year amounted

to 1,04,20,ora decrease on the pre-
ceding year of X1-5,057; and the working
expenses amounted to £9712,239, or
£73,989 less than the preceding year.
Therefore I think we may fairly con-
gratulate ourselves on reducing the
expenditure so considerably, without
materially interfering with the working
of the railways. The net profit in 1899
amounted to £292,291, after paying
working expenses, being an increase on
the net profit of the year preceding of
£58,932; so that the net result this year,
after all, is much more satisfaetory'than
in the preceding year by 25,25 per cent.
more than the net profit in tbe preceding
year. Our working expenses during the
year 1898 were very high, amounting to
77,11 per cent.; and du-ing the year just
passed we reduced this by 6-20 per cent.,
bringing the working expenses down to
70-91 per cent. Taking into considera-
tion all the circumstances, these figures
show we have brought about a satisfac-
tory result. In regard to our revenue,
the earnings in 1898 per mile of lines
open were £1,047; in 1899 the earnings
decreased to £9791 per mile, a decrease of
£2256; but against this we show an
improvement in the working expenses,
which in 1898 amounted to £807 and
in 1899 to only £661, or a decrease in

Iexpenses per mile of £246, thus showing
the result of our efforts in regard to
keeping down expenditure. The earn-
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ings per train mile in 1898 were 67-72
pence, and for 1899 70-01 pence, or ain
increase of 6-29 pence per mile run. The
working expenses per train mile in 1898
were 52-22 pence, and in 1899 52-48 pence,
or a small increase of 0-26 pence per
mile run. The net return, however, for
the year shows a. great improvement, for
in 1898 the net return per train mile was
15,50 pence, and in 1899 21-53 pence, an
improvement of 6,03 pence. During the
year there has not been a great increase
in the number of passengers carried: in
1898 we carried 5,669,444 passengems,and
in 1899 the number was 5,872,200,' an.
increase of 202,756. There was a
decrease in the tonnage of goods carried:
in 1898 we carrie~d 1,187,781 tons, said in
1899 we carried 1,132,246 tons, or a
decrease of 55,535 tons. There was also
a slight decrease in the live stock tonnage
of 124 tons. Then, too, notwithstanding
the larger mileage, we had a decrease in
train mileage which resulted in saving as
much as 366,003 miles. By reference to
the annual report, it will be found that is
how we account for having made a
saving, in cutting down the train mileage
and as far as possible lessening the train
service without affecting the convenience
of the public. During the year our
stock of lb comotives has increased from
186 to 231, an increase of 45; the stock
of passenger carriages has increased from
289 to 483; and there has been an
increase in the goods stock from 4,478 to
4,558, an increase of 80. We still con-
tinue to maintain the position we have
always maintained in regard to percent-
age of net revenue to capital cost: we
continue to hold the premtier position in
Australia in regard to the cost as comt-
pared with the cost in the Eastern
colonies. Although we have not had the
great business lately we had a few years
ago, still our cost was only 11-10
per cent., and thus we maintained the
position we held last year in reaLising a
percentage of net revenue to capital of
4-55 per cent. The next colony to our-
selves in this respect is New South Wales
with 3-83, and the lowest is Tasmania
with 1-03. As I just now pointed out,
the reduction of 6-20 in the percentage
of working expenses was due to th per-
centage of train mileage being curtiled.
The curtailment of the train mileg was
a great difficulty we had to undertake;

for, as hion. members well know, it is
difficult in railway management to reduce
the train mileage without interfering with
the working of the traffic and the con-
venience of the public; yet I am glad
to say, notwithstanding this, we have
succeeded in,.doing so, and so far we have
been able to carry on the business of the
colony satisfactorily dluting the year. As
I have mentioned, we carried 1,132,246
tons of merchandise, for which we received
£569,090, which comes to only ten shill-
ings and one half-penny per ton . I would
like also to point out to lion. meinbers
that a large percentage of this traffic isIhauled a considerable distance, something
over :350 miles; and a ver~y large propor-
tion of it, 73-93 per cent. of the whole
traffic of the colony, comprised coal, coke,
ores, and other ]nilierals, firewood and
timber locally grown, all these articles
being carried at very low rates indeed;
therefore lion. members can quite under-
stand how the railways have not earned a
larger amount than ten shillings per ton.
I would just like to mention, while dealing
with the subject, that hion. members and
the public generaly I may say have
pressed the Government, from imie to
time, for a reduction of the railway rates;
but when it is borne in mind that with
the existing rates we are only just able
to pay our way sand have a little to hand
over to the revenue of the country, hion.
members will see that to press for further
reduction really means asking us to carry
on the working of the railways at a loss.
When we take into consideration that on
our lines, out of 1,132,246 tons conveyed,
352,787 tons were minerals, and that
minerals are carried at a, very low rate,
the lowest rate in Australia, it can be quite
unaderstood how it is impossible, without
prejudicing the success of the railways, to
further reduce the rate iii this direction.
During the year we have continued to
increase our safety appliances and to
further improve the railways by adding
to them from time to time, wherever it
was considered necessary, those appli-
ances which tend so much to make the

Irailways safe in working.
MR. ILLINGWORTH: Out of revenue?
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS: Out of loan, principally. Dur-
ing the past two years we have had
freedom from accident and from difficulty
in rega&rd to the working of lines, which

Statement on Railittays.[ASSEMBLY.]
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we did not experience previously. The
advantages we have gained by the intro-
duction of safety appliances have well
repaid us; and the expenditure has not

benconsiderable, after all, something
under £980,000 altogether. Therefore I
consider the money spent in this direction
was well spent. We have had an instance
before us recently of an accident in New
Zealand, which has cost that Government
up to the present time £27,000, which
ighot have been obviated had precautions

been provided by the ordinary signals
which we have at almaost every station in
Ihis colony. In New Zealand they, had
not provided these signals; the result
being that a collision occurred, with loss
of life, and the Government of New Zea-
land have been landed in a considerable
expenditure which now reaches nearly
£230,000. This amount would have gone
a good way towards obtaining the neces-
sary safety appliances by providing signals,
which are the first means that should be
taken, and which would have obviated
such an accident. I think all mnust see
that since the introduction of these
appliances here, we have derived mnuch
benefit from them. The drivers and
others who use the railways, and who
have used them since the carrying out of
this work, speak most highly of the
system which has been introduced, and
which adds to the safe working of the
lines. During the past year we have
introduced the electric light into rail-
way carriages, and I intend to further
improve the lighting by introducing the
electric light throughout the whole of the
system, as soon as funds are available.
T'hose who have had an opportunity of

sein the lights in our railway carriages
will agree that they are mu~ch superior to
those used in the past, and equal if not
superior to the gas-lights used on rail-
ways in the Eastern colonies. We have
further improved our station-yards by
completing the electric light system A
Fremantle and Perth. At Fremantle the
number of lights has been increased on
the wharves, and this has added to the
facility 1 of working and the comfort of
those engaged there. With regard to the
Great Southern Railway, there has been
a decided improvement in the working.
In the year ended 1898 we made a con-
siderable loss; and we found it necessary
to reduce the train mileage, with the

result that this year we have paid all
working expenses, and are carrying
forward an amount of £4,287 towards the
payment of interest. The total staff
employed ,on the railways on the 30th
June, 1898, numbered 5,214, which on
the 30th June, 1899, was reduced to
4,814, or a decrease of 810; so that it
will he seen we have endeavoured to
employ no more labour than is absolutely
necessary, while carrying out the work
satisfactorily. At the same time I would
like to point out that with the present
increasing traffic, we will find it absolutely
necessary to again increase the staff in
order to keep pace with the times. I
regret to say that at the Fremantle jetty
during the year ended 30th June last, as
compared with the previous year, there
was ab decrease in the tonnage of 65,884
tons; but for the last quarter ending
1899 there was an increase of 29,794 tons
as compared with the corresponding
quarter of 1898; so that we are now
again on the up-grade. Our rolling-
stock is giving us much anixiety at the
present time. When the question of
rolling-stock was brought before the
House last year, it was then said we
were ordering more than we were likely
to be able to use, and inany persons
twitted us with having looked ahead too
far. But, as a fact, we have not looked
ahead far enough, and during the past
three or four mjonths we have found
great difficulty in meeting requirements,
the stock during last month having
proved insufficient. The General Man-
ager has informed me that he has only
about 80 per cent. of stock to meet the
orders now coming in; and we have to
use every despatch, and economise in
every possible way, in order to run our
trains with expedition and to cope with
the shortage in rolling-stock. It is
hoped, however, that we shall be able to
keep the traffic going until We receive the
new stock which has been ordered. Some
few months ag,,o we ordered 800 bogie
wagons, which are expected to arrive by
the end of April, and it is intended to
put them together as quickly as possible;
the timber for the construction of the
wagons now being prepared here, in order
to be ready immediately the iron-work
arrivds. We will find it necessary to further
increase the stock, and the Government
are quite ready to do all that is possible,

Annual Betimates.
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because if we are to carry on the railways
satisfactorily we must immediately make
provision to cope with the large traffic.
The traffic is increasing very rapidly, last
month being the busiest we have had in
this respect; and that seems to me to
point to the fact that the increase will
continue. We have already prepared ain
indent which will go forward in the
course of a few days, for 10 small cattle
wagons, 26 small sheep vans, 5O four-
wheel Iouvred vans, 12 four-wheel horse
boxes, 12 four-wheel mneat vans, 10 pas-
senger brake vans, 15 goods brake vans
(with two second-class compartments),
20 portable powder magazines, 100 four-
wheel hopper coal trucks (for locomotive
coal), 250 bogie high-side wagons, 500
four-wheel high-side wagons, 75 new
engines, and 300 bogies (recently ordered).
The 75 locomotives will cost X200,000;
and including the 300 bogies recently
ordered at a cost of £275,000, the
total amount which it will be neces-
sar~y to provide during the next two
years for rolling stock is thus brought
up to £451,660. We are losing no
time in Sending forward this indent,
and it will be seen the Government are
ready to meet the emergency by pro-
viding stock as soon as it can be obtained
from England.

MR. MORiAN: IS this £450,000 out of
loan mnoneyP

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Yes. Provision will have to be
made for this money. I the Loan Bill,
£195,000 is provided as a first instal-
ment, and the Treasurer will no doubt
tell hon. members what the Government
intend to do in regard to ordering the
later stock; but I may now point out
that it will cost between £450,000 and
£Q500,000 to provide the necessary
vehicles for our railways during the next
two years. During the period which
must. elapse between the present time and
that when the stock will come to hand,
we shall find great difficnlty in dealing
with the traffic; and I must ask the
public to be as forbearing as possible,
and help us in every way they can by
expeditiously unloading 'goods, while I
promise that the department will, on
their part, do their best to mninimise the
inconvenience which no doubt miust be
suffered in consequence of the Short-
age. Everyone connected with the nil-

ways is eager to do his best to meet
the requirements of the public, and
no effort will be spared to endeavour to

Iprovide every possible means of transit
and bring about a satisfactory solution
of the difficulty. In regard to new works
and improvemients, it'has been found
necessary in consequence of the great
increase in traffic on the goldfields, to
make further provision in connection
with the remodelling of the Kalgoorlie
station-yard, and it will also be found
necessary to duplicate a portion of the
railway line between Kalgoorlie and
Kainballie. These works should be
carried ont almost at once, if we are to

1deal in anything like an expeditious and
economical manner with the working of
the railways; and in a few days, when
the Loan Bill is placed before the House,
there should be no difficulty whatever in
regard to the items there provided in
this connection. The Kalgoorlie Yard
improvement will be provided for out of
the vote for " Additions and improve-
nments," as will also the relaying of the
line to which I have alluded, it being
customary to carry out works of this
character- from that vote. We are also
proceeding with the relaying of about 50
miles of the Yilgarn line. Hon. members
will recollect that when the rails were
taken uip from the Eastern Railway some
three or four year-s ago, they were placed
down on the section of the line from
Northamn towards Yilgarn; but in con-
sequence of the heavy traffic, it was
found absolutely necessary to take up the
whole of these rails and relay the track
with 60lb. rails, and I am glad to be
able to say that nearly the whole of this
work, over 100 miles, has been completed.

MR. MORAN: Are you going to relay
the whole of the line ?

Tax COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: It is proposed to do that in
tune, but at the present we are not able
to do more than relay that portion which
had previously been relaid with old
rails. There is no doubt as to the neces-
sity for relaying the whole of this line,
because it must be done if we are to
carry on the traffic in a satisfactory
manner.

MR. MORAN: What is the weight of
the new rails ?

THE; COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
IWAYS: They are 601b. rails, and it will
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be necessary to lay 190 miles in addition
to the portion we have already provided
for, so that a large expenditure will be
necessary in this direction in the near
future.

MR. MORAN: Fifty miles have been
relaid alreadyF

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: No; 100 miles, Though it
may not be news to bon. members, I
would like to mention that local coal
almost exclusively is being used on the
railways, and also at Fremntle in con-
nection with the dredges, and the
officer in charge of the latter informs me
that he asks for no better fuel. As to
the water supply during the past year,
we have not been* in such straits as we
were in the preceding year, excepting
that at one period we had only nine days'
supply available, but fortunately rain
came on, and assisted us materially. We
find ourselves fairly well supplied with
water between Northam and Southern
Cross, but beyond Southern Cross we still
may have difficulty.

MR. MORNi: What will be done next
year in case of difficultyF

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: We would immediately con-
struct large condensing plants at Cool-
gardie, at Kalgoorlie, and at other points
where we could get water, costing some-
thing like £25,000. That isthe only way
in which I see the difficulty could be
met.

MR. MORAN: There would still be
long cartage between Kalgoorie and
Northam.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: .No; because wve could rail
from Northani to Kalgoorlie cheaper
than we could condense, and alter that
we could condense at places where we
could not rail. Our stock, otherwise,
would be used entirelyin can-ying water
when itcould be better utilised in carry-
ing goods; therefore it would be cheaper
to adopt the course I propose, and erect
condensers if necessary.

MR. Moxax: That £225,000 would be
a capital outlay, and there would still be
a big expenditure for hauling water.

THE CO.MMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: NO; because the distance
would only be about -25 or 80 miles.
Hon. members will see the difficulty is
one which we shall always have to face

until we get the goldfields water scheme
in operation. Even to-day we are not
free from anxiety, but I am glad to say
we are not feeling the pinch we felt some
15 months ago, when it was necessary
to hadl the whole of the water from Nor-
thorn. I hardly think it necessary for me
to deal further to-night with the water
question. I would ask members to relieve
me from giving any further speech upon
the matter, as I amn not altogether pre-
pared at present to take it up; but I shall
be ready, during the discussion on these
estimates, to answer any questions which
may be submitted to me. Probably I
shall then be able to give some answer to
questions such as have already been put
by the member for East Coolgardie (Mr.
Moran). I think there are many impor-
tant matters in connection with the rail-
ways which may crop uip, but I may say
that on the whole the system to-day is
working satisfactorily, and the whol~ of
the staff are doing their best to meet the
demands made upon them. From the
General Manager downwards, everyone is
doing his best to discharge his duty
loyally, and to help forward this great
undertaking; because, after all, I think
we must all admit there is no more
important question in connection with this
colony than that of our railways. The
work of development carried out in con-
sequence of the construction of railways
means so much to this country, and we
are to-day doing our utmost to try to
meet the demands upon us. We will
still continue, or endeavour to continue,
to meet those demands. I think we shall
be able to keep everything going satis-
factorily until the arrival of the new
rolling-stock, and we are doing our best
to urge that forward. As I have pointed
out, the work is now in hand, and some
portion of the stock will be delivered
early in January on board ship for
despatch to the colony. In regard to the
other stock which has been ordered, we
will also push that forward, and I hope
we shall be able to receive sufficient of it
in time to help ns to cope with the great
business which is nowv coning to our
railways. Before sitting down I would
like to say that during the last three
months we have had an avenage income
of X107,000 per month; therefore, when
I place my estimate at £1,160,000 for
this year, I think I anm well within the
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mark. It is probable we shall receive the
amount I expected we should receive last
year, £1,220,000, and possibly more;
but I do not think- it will he less. At
the same time it is well perhaps not to be
over sanguine, and therefore I have taken
the course this year of estimating my
revenue at X1,160,000, and the expendi-
ture at £C810,800, from which we may
deduct £22,617 as being provided for
additions and improvements to opened
hunes, leaving a balance of £788,193,
which may be put down -as the working
expenses, this giving 67 per cent. of the
revenue as the working expenses of the
railways. I think that if we receive a
revenue of over £1,200,000 we shall prob-
ably reduce this expenditure of 67 per cent.
to 63 or 64 per cent.; but that I am not
confident about yet, and therefore I shall
he satisfied with basing the expenditure
for the railways at 67 per cent, for the
coming year, although, as I say, I hope
we shall be able to reduce it. my
greatest effort, and I know I shall be
supported by the officers of my depart-
ment, will be to endeavour to reduce
the expenses. Before resuming my seat
I would like to say the best thanks of the
country are due to the officers of the
department; for, after all, notwithstand-
tug the fact that I, as Ministerial head,
take great interest in the working of the
railways, and do my best, from a political
standpoint, to further their interests, yet
a great deal depends on those who have
the working control of the railways, and
I think they, so far, have done their best
to meeit the thanks of the country for the
work they have done.

DEBATE ON RAILWAY ESTIMATES.

MR. MORAN (East Coolgardie) : The
Commissioner of Railways had just risen
from a sick bed, and was not fully equal
to the strain which a discussion of the
Estimates would be upon him. He (Mr.
Moran) wanted a lot of information.
Taking into consideration that not only
were we burdened with a tremendous
amount of traffic on our railways, but
were faced with the building of additional
new Lines, it would be fair to adjourn the
debate to give the Minister an opportunity
of affording the full amount of infor-
mation hie would be able to supply. In
speaking first, he (Mr. Moran) was sorry
if he interfered with the leader of the

Opposition (Mr. Leake), the only reason
being that as a Government supporter he
would like to help the Minister.

THE PREMIER: The Minister was pre-
pared to go on.

MR. MORAN: The Commissioner of
Railways had said that later on, when he
felt better, he would probably be able to
give all the information asked for.

THE o0MAIIssIONER OF RAILWAYS : No.
To-night he would be ready to answer
questions.

MR. MORAN: The Minister would be
much more able to do so to-morrow.

Tun PREMIER: Tune was running
along.

MR. MORAN: There would be a long
tail to chop off this session, and a big
axe would be required. He was simply
doing this as a matter of kindness to the
Minister. After all, this railway ques-
tion was ten times more important than
all the other business. He moved that
progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.
MR. LEAKE (Albany): If the Minister

wished for an adjournment of the debate,
he (Mr. Iieake) would be only too glad
to assist him; but the hon. gentleman
did not desire it.

Tn COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: It was not his desire to offer
any opposition to adjournment; but as
the Estimates had been before the House
so long, and as the matters referred to
by one member could be just as well dis-
cussed on the Loan Bill, it would be
better to proceed with these estimates
now.

MR. MORAN: There was no feeling
on his part ini the matter, except that we
had reached a time when our railways
were carrying about as much as they
were able to bear, it was impossible
to pile on the Commissioner the onerous
duties of having to carry on the
enormous and increasing railway traffic
of this country, and also hand over
to him a new loan policy' involving the
carrying of rails and fastenings for five
mlore railways. The railways were not in
as Satisfactory a position as the Minister
himself would desire. 'Tafic was con-
siderably congested, especially so far as
the Eastern railway was concerned. That
line was bearing its full share of traffic in
two ways; for the road itself was not
capable of carrying more traffic, and the
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rolling-stock in use wvas uot sufficient to
carry the ordinary' traffic from one week
to another. The rolling-stock must be in
a bad state, seeing we had just been told
that in the next two Years we should
require half a million of expenditure to
replace the stocik.

THE ComTissioNER OF RAILWAYS: Not
"replace" it, but increase it.

Ma. MORAN: It was impossible to
add to the present traffic, if it required
half-a-million of new loan money to pro-
vide for extra traffic. Oar hauling power
was not equal to the occasion. It would
ill become him to weary the House
with details of small matters of traffic
whereby the public of his constituency
were inconvenienced. He had beeni
sufficiently long in the House to always
adopt the course of seeing whbether
it was of use bringing abuses before the
House or the Government, and if the
Government deserved blame, none were
more ready than he to blame them.
But he did not care how great a griev-
ance might be, or how Wide thI dscn
tent : if the Minister and his servants
were unable to remedy things through
want of material, he was not going to
heap odium on their heads for the sake
of populai-ity. In a place wvhere there
were 40,000 people, he supposed, and all
were consumers and getting stuff tip in
such large quantities, there was great
dissatisfaction with the railway service.
The men were worked to death. There
was no accommodation in the railway
yards. The duplication of the piece of
rail way line between Kalgoorlie and the
Boulder should have, been done out of
revenue. One month's irevenue would
do it.

THE: COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
The department would be able to cope
with the increased traffic.

XB. MORAN : Railway work and
harbour work had been paid for out of
revenue, and surely they were new
works. Where work was so urgent SS
that to which lie referred, there ought to
be some way of dealing With it apart
from a loan policy.,

Trip CoimnssionnR OF RAILWAYS:
It had become urgent only in the last
two-and-a-half months.

MR. MORAN: The Minister would
not be contradicted by him, but Most

members of the House had been on that
railway.

MR. MOORHEAD: It was only a couple
of months since the increased tiraffic had
sprung up.

Mu. MORAN: That was scarcely
correct. The population of the Boulder
two years ago was considerable.

MR. MOORHEAD: Land could be bought
cheaply two years ago.

MR. MORAN: Itwas amatterfor regret
that the hon. member did not seize the
opportunity. The liou. member had not
been there lately.

MR. MOORHEAD : During the Ivanhoe
Venture affair he was there, so he had
been there lately.

MR. MORAN : The lion. member was
there on matters of far less importance
than this. No hon. member who knew
anything about the subject would deny
the truth of what he was saying. Of
course members who did not understand
the question wei-e at liberty to doubt, but
he would ask any bon. member who hlad
been on that line lately and knew any-
thing about it, to say whether there was
any other part of Australia in which the
same state of affairs had existed. Such
a state of things had never previously
existed. The traffk there had been
awfully congested, and trains had been
can-ying sometimes half the traffic with-
out payment, for people had been hang-
ing on to " cow-catchers " and buffers and
so on, and about once a week, a person
was cut up for sausages. He wvas not
1lauing the department.

THE PREMIER: There was not one
poison a week killed.

MR. MORAN: Not one a week?
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:

Not onesa month.
MR. MORAN: Those who died with a

broken heart would be one a day, and hie
was including only those cut up without
a moment's notice. He was not blaming
the department in this respect. He
believed the ti-affic was so great that it
overtook the department and left them
far behind. There was no question about
the increase being so gigauntic and enor-
mnous, but the startling fact was that we
were told by the railway authorities
themselves that the traffic on that line-

ilie was speaking of the Tilgarn line, the
main artery, the one single line of railway
between here and the goldfields-was
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increasing, and that the local traffic to the
Boulder, Kalgoorlie, and so on would be
doubled. For want of rolling-stock the
department was now unable to compete
with the traffic. That traffic would con-
tinue to increase and would double itself;
yet we were told that no new rolling-stock
could be obtained before next January,
and that the whole of the rolling-stock
necessaryI for present requirements could
not be obtained for two years, and then at
a cost of half a million of money, What
a dreadful calamity a dry summer would
mean to the department!

THE PREMIER: T t was useless to
croak like that. A good many years had
gone by without a dry summer.

MR. DOHERTY: It was never dry at
Kalgoorlie..

MR. MORAN said he asked for toler-
ation in this debate, as he was in deadly
earnest. He knew as much as the Premier
or the Commissioner of the dangers of a
dry season to that line. Had not the
Commissioner himself said that before
the last rains there had been only nine
days' water supply ? and on a previous
occasion it cost the country £50,000 to
keep the traffic open in respect to water
haulage alone on the tilgarn line, when
the traffic was not half so great as at
present. At present there was three or
four months' supply of water, with a hot
summer ahead. Hitherto the depart-
ment had been assisted by Providence;
but must we always tempt Providence
by leaving the whole traffic of the Eastern
goldields at the mercy of a dry summer ?

THE PREMIER: We knew thatafllalong.
MR. MORAN: But the lesson hadfnot

been sufficiently driven home.
MR. DOHERTY: The water from Mun-

daring would be there presently.
MR. MORAN: UTntil that supply

arrived, do not heap burdens upon the
department.

THE PREMIER: There could be no
remedy till the railway had been extended
to tap the Niagra supply.

MR. MORAN: Before the Leonora
line could be completed with that object,
or the rails and fastenings landed on the
site of it, 18 months must elapse. If the
Government were authorised to start the
Leinora line now, then, according to the
Engineer-in-Chief, the Coolgardie water-
scheme would be completed and into
Balla. Balla before the Iaeonoa line was

opened; yet the Premier talked of build-
ig the Leonora line to furnish a water
supply at the very time when the Mun-
daring supply would have reached Balla.
Bafla.

THE PREMIER: B2alla Ballsa was 80
miles from Kalgoorlie.

MR. MORAN: It was only 40 iies
from Balla Balls to Kalgoorlie.

THE Pxun: And 110 to Niagara.
Mn. MORAN: There was no neces-

sity' to go to Niagara. The Leonora, line
was not yet required. Do not think that
by authorising the construction of the
Leonora railway the water difficulty
would be overcome. At the opening of
Mr. Hoskcing's pipe factory, the Engineer-
rn-Chief had said that in Septeinbertwelve
months he would have the Coolgardie
water scheme completed.

Mn. ILLINGwORTH: Did the hon.
member believe thatP

MR. MORAN: Yes. The Engineer-
rn-Chief told the truth as near as he
could guess it, and no higher authority
could be quoted. That officer said the
water would be at Balla. Balla in Septemn-
ber twelve months. Then at what time
would the water reach Southern Cross?
It ought to be there by Christmas twelve
months; therefore as time went on the
water difficulty would gradually dis-
appear; but by starting now with the
Leonora line, that difficulty would in no
way be overcome.

MRt. DOHERTY: But the line would
help the people in the district which it
tapped.

MRt. MORAN: Leonora required no
help: she had her batteries and her gold.

THE PREMIER: Few of the people
possessed those luxuiries.

MR. MORAN: There was no urgency
for the Leonora line.

MR. MORGAN$: What?
MnR. MORAN: The member for Cool-

gardie (Mr. Morgans) should not mnis-
understand him. It was ten times more
urgent tha~t the ordinary business of the
country should not be paralysed for the
next twvo years in order to build a railway
line twelve months before it was required:
all the rails for the Leonorai line could
not be procured in less; than eighteen
months.

THE PREmiER: What had this to do
with the Estimates? This speech would
he appropriate on the Loan Bill.



Annal stiate: 20 NOVEMBER, 1899.3 Debate on Rlailway&. 2349

Mx. MORAN said he was dealing with
the Commnissioner's assertion that half a
million pounds' worth of rolling-stock
was required.

THEz PREMIiER: That would be a
capital argument on the Loan Bill.

MR. MORAN 'said he thought it well
to let his intentions on such matters he
known. He had no wish to take the
Premier by surprise. The traffic depart-
ment was at present badly congested; it
would require all the help and energy of
tie Commissioner, who worked day and
night, and of the railway officers, to con-
duct the ordinary business of the depart-
went; and no new railway line should at
present be undertaken.

Tns PRE-MIER: Not even the Boulder
line?

Ma. MORAN: No. Hie could not be
caught voting for a. Loan Bill for the sake
of benefiting his constituency: on the
contrary, for that very reason he would
probably vote against it. Hre took a
wider view of the question. The 40,000
people in his constituency and neighbour-
hood would not thank him if their food
supplies, their traffic, aud their trade got
into the hideous confusion which once
obtained, for the Sake of building a loop-
line to a little bill in the black-blocks.

Tim PREMIER: Was the lion, member
the representative of KalgoorlieP

MR. MORAN: Yes; he was the mem-
ber for somewhere, and bad the right of
speech in the House. His being herie
might be lunfortunate for his constituency ;
nevertheless, being here, be would remain.

A MEMBEFR: Till the next election.
MR. ILnINoWOsTn Said the hon. mem-

ber was saving him the trouble of making
a. similar speech.

- MR. MORAN: None could instance a
new railway urgently required in this
colony at the present time.

A MEMBER: Qoo'nalling.
MR. KINGUILL: Marble Bar.
MR. MORAN : The Leonora line

Seemed justifiable because it would tap
good country; but it should not. be built
at the expense of piling up extra traffic
On an already over-burdened i-ailwa~y
system. The arguments for the line
wvere twofold: first, people wanted it;
second, it would remove the water diffi-
culty. The second contention was a.
miyth. for no help could thus be given for
18 months li; anLd the next 18 months

would he a crucial time in goldfiSlds
history, whether the Coolgardie water
scheme were or were -not successful. The
Commissioner had said the difficulty
might be overcome by expending £25,000
for a condensing plant; but he (Mr.
Moran) maintained that another .£25,000
must be spent on hauling the water to
and fro. Even were the water at Hal-
goorlie it must be hauled to Northam.
In present circumstances the producer
was unable to send his goods to the con-
Sumer.

MR. DoHERTY: Things were not so
bad as that.

Mn. MORAN: That was the opinion
of responsible men representing the
Eastern districts. For this the Rail-
way Departmnent was not to blaine, for
they were unable to do the work; but he
blamed the Government for trying to heap
confusion on confusion by endeavouring
to build railways through new country.

IThe producer in the South-East was in-
dignant because unable to benefit by the
great market on the Eastern goldfields,
owing to the congested railway traffic;

1 therefore, the protection afforded by the
Itariff to suMch produers was useless. We
beard daily Complaints Of want Of trucks.
One only required to live at Kalgoorlie
for a day or so to know what the con-
sumners thought of the railway service.
One ordered goods : hut when did these
arrive? Though a Government Supporter,
he must state there was the greatest
confusion in the Kalgoorlie and Boulder
railway yards because sufficient trucks
were not obtainable: goods did not come
to hand in good order or in time. The
department had a good and energetic
Minister; and the duty of the House was
to give him. a chance of putting his traffic
in good condition. To do so hon. mem-
bers. must forbid the Governmnent to heap
on that department any more extra work
in the way of carting material for the

*construction of new railways. How many
thousanid tons of pipes would be conveyed
over the goldfields line in the construction
of the Coolgardie water schemeP

THE CouisssoNsai OFp RAILW.1AYS:
Sevenity-six thousand. That work would
be managed all -right.

MR. MORAN: That did not include
the rings and fastenings, the cement, the
workmen, their food -ad their tools, nor
the piunping macbiiery. One might safely

Annual Estimateq:
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say that 90,000 tons would have to be
carriedf over tbe Eastern railway for that
water scheme between now and next
September twelve months ; and we were
told that after that period the traffic
would double itself. Would any man
say that the whole of this vast traffic
could be carried successfullyv with all
these additional burdens upon the depart-
ment ? Yet the Minister stated to-night
that the line to the goldfields required re-
laying, and that 190 miles must be relaid.

TuE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS said
he bad not stated that so much must be
relaid, but that it would be better if it
could be inlaid.

MR. MORAN: The Minister had relaid
100 miles of line, and if time, had per-
initted would have relaid the rest.

MR. DOHERTY : The line required
duplication throughout.

M 7 . MORAN: Certainly it did, even
for the ordinary traffic. Thie Government
should not force these new railways on
the country.

TnnE CHnRmAN: The Committee were
not debating the Loan Bill.

MR. MORAN: True. He hoped the
Commissioner would be assisted by lion.
members in keeping the traffic at-range-
nmats up to dlate, to place the traffic in a
satisfactory position, and so to bring
together the producer and the consumuer
by giving prompt delivery of goods, and
by' dismissing from consideration new

ralaypoects, which could only bring
confusion to the colony and bring the
Government into disrepuite.

AIR., HOLMES (East Fremantle):
These estimates could not be allowed to
pass withouit his once more entering an
emphatic protest against the manner in
which the railway estimates were presented
to the Committee, and he would do so as
long as the Estimates were presented in
the way thieywere, and ais long as he had
a voice in the Parliament of the country.
Last year lie gave notice of the followiug
motion:

That iii the opinioni of the House the Raijl-
way Estimates and the manner in which they
have been presented to this House are unsatis-
factory and calculated to mislead Parliament.
Bitt that motion was never reached.

AIR. MORGANS: It was the fault of
the Opposition side of the House.

MR. HOLMES: At that time lie was
sitting on the Government side. Unfor-

tunately for Parliament the motion was
never reached: like some other notices it
was kept at the bottom of the Notice.
Paper until the end of the session. He
(Mr. Holmes) received at promise from
the Commissioner of Railways that there
would be no further eabse for complaint
mn this direction, and the Commissioner
further promised that this year the Esti-
mates Would be presentedl in such a
manner as would meet with approval.
What did we find on the Estimates before
us? He was astonished -if one could be
astonished at anything that took place in
this Parliament--that the scanty informna-
tion hitherto provided was greatly mini-
mised. He would use his efforts to reor-
ganise this large spending departmnent,
and he hoped hon. members would give
him credit for honesty in his intentions.
If the Premier wanted an office boy at
£20 a year, the Committee was asked to
vote the £20. If the Postmaster General
required X30 for a letter carrier, the
Committee was asked to vote that amount;
but when we came to the Railway Esti-
mates we passed items such as this:
£473,979 for salaries, provisional and
temporary; near-ly half a million of money
in a lump sum. Then, for the General
Manager's staff there was £8,100;
Chief Accountant's staff, £10,500; Chief
Traffic Mantager's staff, £69,500; Loco-
motive Engineer's staff, £19,000; Chief
Engineer of Existing Lines staff,,£15,000;
Electrical Engineer's staff, £2,400; land
Interlocking Engineer's staff, £L.300. If
the Committee could not obtain details,
surely it was not too ]nuch to ask how
much of the half-million was to go to the
General Manager's staff, andhow much was
to go to the Chief Accountant's staff, and
so on. Coining to the material and stores
of all kinds for the Railway Department,
the Committee were asked to vote in one
sum £2150,000 for material and stores for
tme working of the railways, and £27,000
for incidental expenses. Tme details of
these amounts were not forthcoming, and
if it was, ton much to ask for those
details, surely the Comtmittee werejustified
in asking how much of the anmnt for
material and stores was to he banded to
the Locomotive Engineer and how much
to the Traffic Mlanger for the different
branches. The Committee voted last
year-and this was what gave rise to the
motion hie had spoken about-£169,000
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for material and stores, and 439,000 for
incidental expenses.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
Only X26,000 was expended.

MR. HOLMES: An amount of
X200,000 altogether was voted, and the
Commissioner told hon. members last
year that if the amount was not required
the money would not be spent. Now the
Commissioner told the Committee the
money had not been spent. The item for
incidental expenses was considerably
larger than any similar item on the
Estimates. -When the Commissioner
told the Committee that if the money was
not required it would not be spent, lie
(Mr. Holmes) told the Commissioner
that the money was not required, and it
was simply by this means that the Com-
missioner had effected the saving lie had
spoken about.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS: If
the department had earned the revenue
which was anticipated last year, the whole
of that amount would have beden expended.

MR. HOLMES: The System of pre-
sentinig tho Estimates to the Committee
was unsatisfactory;: it was calculated to
mislead Parliament. Hon. members made
a noise a few evenings ago about a fewv
paltry thousands being voted for the
Education Department, and the Premier
promised that the details of the amount
should be supplied. He hoped hon.miem-
bers would protest strongly against the
Railway items, so that if the details were
not supplied the amounts in the different
sub-heads should be given to the Com-
mittee. Unless the information-was sup-
plied hon. members could not fairly criti-
cise the Estimates.

THE OMI~SSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
Not a penny of the money would be
spent without the approval of the Trea-
surer, and the accounts had to be audited
by the Auditor General.

MR. HOLMES: The bon. member
would have the right of reply.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS: It
was necessary to take the chances as lie
got them.

MR. ROBSON: It was very bad form.
TaE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS said

he was erring in good company.
MR. HOLMIES: The oth~er evening

the Commissioner said that he (Mr.
Hlolmes) had gone considerably out of his
way to induce some person to become

disloval to the depar-tment, and the Coin-
missioner further said that " some officer
had so far forgotten himself, his duty to
the department, and his loyalty to the
service to communicate to the hion.
inember certain information." Following
on that in the next breath the Commis-
sioner said, " I do not know how the hion.
member obtained his information which
he has made use of in this Chamber." If
the Commissioner did not know, as he
admitted he did not, how the information
was obtained, whatt right had lie (the
Commissioner) to impute motives, by
stating that he (Mr. Holmes) had induced
some person in the railway service to
become disloyal to the departmentr Since
he moved his motion lie had received
letters from all parts of the colony, from
the Eastern goldflelds and elsewhere,
thanking him for his feeble efforts in
endeavouring to reorganise the depart-
ment. The Commissioner had also
received letters asking him to withdraw
certain statements he had made use of.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
Only one letter had been received.

MR. HOLMES: The Commissioner
had received one letter from a merchant
of this city, who it was said had been
guilty, of inducing an officer to sign for
goods which he did not receive. Before
making such a statement as that about a
commercial institution of the country, the
Conimissioner should have been certain
of his facts. The replies which the
Commissioner furuished to his (Mr.
Holmes's) statements were compiled-lie
had it on the authority of the member
for West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest)
-by the Chief Traffic Manager, the
Genera Manager, and the Commis-
sioner of Railways; and if these replies
were prepared by those officers, Surely
it was not too much to expect that
they were correct. If the Oommissioner's
reply was wrong-and we had been told
that one letter had been received asking
the Commissioner to withdraw the state-
ment made that the firm had induced an
officer to sign for goods not received-
ther-e was necessity for further inquiry,
and that inquiry should be held. But
the Commissioner's reply should have
been correct in the first instauce. If the
Commissioner now said that he had made
a further inquiry into the matter, and
had discovered that his resp,,nsiblc
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officers had been hoodwinking him in the
same manner as they bad been hood-
winking the Auditor General's officials,
the merchant in question should receive
the satisfaction he was entitled to. When
lie (Mr. Holmes) made the charges
against the Railway Department he was
practically probing in the dark. Con-
sidering the various sources from which
he obtained his information, hie -was fairly
right, and he was safe in saying, onl the
Commissioner's admission, that there was
hopeless incompetence. The railways of
the country -were not conducted in a satis-
factory manner, said he hoped before he
closed that hie would prove his statements.
The commercial section of the community
who are unfortunate enough to have
business with the Railway Departmenit
of the colony were Worried and annoyed
from one week's end to another by the
Railway Department.

THE Conrssrozssx OF RAILWAYS: It
was the same in every business.

MR. HOLMES. It was particularly
so in the Railway Department. Until
there was some re-organisation, and until
the railway estimates were placed on a.
satisfactory basis, he (Mr. Holmes) would
continue to move. The member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans) had a good
deal to say about the Railway Department
when speaking to his (Mr. Holmes's)
motion; but the member for Coolgardie
had a good deal more to say ab~out himself
(Mr. Holmes). The member for Cool-
gardie commenced by denying the accu-
sations he (Mr. Holmes) made, and ended
by repudiating the admissions of the
Commissioner. Knowing thehou. member
for Coolgardie, the Committee would be
prepared to admit that when the interests
of the Government were at Stake, at all
events when the interests of the Railway
Department were at stake, that member
was capable of saying anything to Serve
his own ends.

Mx. MORAN: Not h is own ends.
M&. HOLMES . The memlber for

Coolgardie stated that at the next general
election his (Mr. Holmnes's) action would
i-ecoil upon himself for an endeavour to
reorganise one of the many mismanaged
departments in the control of the Govern-
nient. He (Mr. Holmes) had nothing to
fear at thle next general election. What
hatd hie gainied by his. action in the Houise? 1

MxA. DOJnswrv: Notorietyv.

MR. HOLMES said he might have
gained the sympathy of the approving
public, and he might have brought down-
the wrath of the powerful governing
syndicate on the Treasury benchies. The
mnember for Coolg-ardie referred to
unworthy motives, andi while hie (Mr.
Holmes) was prepared to admit that the
hon. member (Mr. Morgans) was, an
authority on unworthy motives, hie (Mr.

IHolmes) was not prepared to admit that
h4 had been guilty of unworthy motives.
What authority had the hon. member to
impute unworthy motives? A very bad
case had been proved against the Rail-
way Department, and it was usual under
such circiumstances, for Government
supporters to descend to personal abuse,
as had been done in this instance. If the
member for West Kimberley (Mr. A.
Forrest) were in his place he wvould be
able to say from an intimate acquaint-
ance. of ten years whether he had ever
known him (N'r. Holmes) to be guilty
of unworthy totives or unworthy actions,
and the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Higham), with whom he (Mr. Holmes)
had served as a boy, and who had known
him for the last 20 years, would -be
able to give similar testimony.

MR. MORGANS: That was not the

MR. HOLMES: Thle man who fearedeletiouwath ma wh
the general eeto a h a h
sold his principles for his personal benlefit,
and the man who sold his people at the
same price. The man who feared the
genleral election, was he who would
advocate a railway to Bonnie Vale,
because he happened to have a mine
there.

Tim CHAIMAN : The hion. member
must not impute motives.

Mx. HOLMES : Motives were not being
imputed to any bon. member. The man
who Wouald fear thle people was hie who
would advocate an exhibition at Cool-
gardie, because he might derive some
benefit therefrom, or the man who
would advocate a railway to Mount
Leonora, because he and a powerful
syndicate in London held properties
there. That was the manl who feared
a, general election, and not the man who
did his duty and was prepared as hie

I(Mr. Holmies) was to mneet his con-
stituents. Perhaps the member for Cool-
gardie made thc charge of unworthy

[ASSEMBLY.] Debate on Railways.
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motives because be regarded him (Mr.
Holmes) as of the same class as the
ordinary mining expert with whom the
hon. member associated every day ;
and there was a. saying, "Tell me your
company and I will tell you what you are."
The member for Coolgardie charged him
(Mr. Holmes) with exaggeration ; but in
no one instance was any information
exaggerated, and when he (Mr. Holmes)
thought of the various sources from which
the information was obtained, he mar-
velled to find himself so fairly accurate.
Both the member for Coolgardie and the
Commissioner said that if he (Mr.
Holmes) had gone to the heads of the
department, hie could have obtained all
the information. correctly. When speak.
ing on the Address-in-Reply he casually
remarked that when the opportunity
presented itself he would be able to make
some startling statements as to the
administration of the Railway Depart-
ment. On that occasion the Press reported
that the Commissioner of Railways did
not appear to bemi the leasteconcerned; but
on the two or three days following the
statement, he (Mr. Holmes) was pestered
with telephone messages from the Traffic
Manager, asking him (Mr. Holmes) to
call, as he had some business with him.
Ultimately, he accepted the invitation,
and spent two hours with the Traffic
Manager, and found that the object was
not to give information, but to ask what
information was in his (Mr. Holmes's)
possession.

MR. VOSl'ER: Tt was a "pumping
scheme."

MR. HOLMES: They "pumped," but
got no satisfaction. The Manager said,
" Do you know anything about Baxter
and Prince, or do you know anything
about Millar Brothers?1" to wh ichi lie
(Mr. Holmes) replied, " No; but I would
like to." Here was an opportunity for
the head of the department, if hie were
anxious and willing to do so, to give
information, but no information was forth,-
coming; and if lie (Mr. Holmes) had
had unworthy motives, he might have
pumped the Manager then. The infor-
mation which he (Mr. Holmes) had given
to the House had been voluntarily given to
him; and what would have been said of
him if, six months hence, it had tran-
spired that he was in possession of these
facts in regard to this hopelessly Ini$-

managed department, and had not made
use of them?

THE Cox3lssroNm OF RAn~WAYs: If
the hon. member had asked, the whole of
the papers could have been laid on the
table of the House.

MR. HOLMES: In making those
charges against the Railway Department,
nothing was said but what was true; and
why did the Government want to kniow
where the information was obtained?
Was it desired to persecute some private
or public individualsP Who owned the
railways? Were the railway officials
servants of the public, or servants of the
Commissioner? But be did not want to
labour this question. He was preprared
to accept either honour or abuse from the
Government side of the House, because
he valued neither. In concluding on this
point, he wou ' d say that the despotic and
governing syndicate (the Government)
should never have the satisfaction of
knowing how, when, or where he obtained
the information. The purchase of the
trucks from the Seabrook Battery was not
-at all satisfactory, but as lie did not wish
to delay the House he would not say
anything more about the matter, although
hon. members, the public, and himself
were inclined to think there was a good
deal in the charge. He would content
himself with dealing with the £e5,000
concession allowed to that company. The
Commissioner had said that the concession
was granted in order to "foster an
industry," and that a lien was taken over
the trucks before the bond was exceeded;
biut immediately afterwards the Com mis-
sioner said that at the time the lien was
taken, the department were negotiating
for the purchase of the trucks.

MR. ILLTNOWORTH: That was a bit
mi xed.

MR. HOLMES: It was a bit mixed.
The tracks were the means by which the
industrY existed, and if the Government
were negotiating the purchase at the time
they gave this £5,000 credit-whichi they
had no right to give-they were taking
away the only support of the industry.
If hon. members were prepared to accept
the Commissioner's explanations as satis-
factory, the fact could not be helped, but
he (Mr. Holmes) could not accept the
explanation, and lie did not think any
reasonable man could. Railway freights
wercacash transaction, because a customer
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must either pay cash or make a deposit
of the amount of the freight required;
and as that rule was insisted on generally,
it must be admitted that an unusual con-
cession had been made to the Seabrook
Company. It had been stated that thie
department were anxious to 'give infor-
mation, but no further information had
been given in reply to the charges than
could not possibly be avoided. If the
department were anxious and willing to
give information, he asked the Commis-
sioner now to tell hon, members how
many similar instances had occurred.
In the matter of Millar Brothers he made
two distinct charges of a gross nature,
and these had never been repudiated.

Mn. ILLINQWOETH : They were ad-
mitted.

'MR. HOLMES: No; the two charges
referred to were passed over. He pointed
out that Millar Brothers vere allowed the
use of trucks at half the rates charged to
other companies, and that Millar Brothers
were allowed a concession of 25 per cent.
on the freight of all timber smaller than
sleepers, a. concession which no other
company received. These charges had
not been replied to, and he would like to
know who authorised the allowance.
Was it to foster the timber induistry,
or to foster Millar Brothers at thie
expense of all the other companies?
The latter suggestion seemed to better
meet the case, and he would go further
and point 'out that a circular was issued
to the whole of the railway officers
who had dealings with Millar Brothers,
to the effect that the rates laid down on
page 43 of the merchandise rate-book
were cancelled so far as this firm were
concerned, and that they were to be
charged Is. 3d. for four-wheel trucks and
2s. 6d. for eight-wheel trucks, irrespective
of distance, the rates in the 1)00k being,
to a11 the other timbher companies, 2s. 6d.
and 5s. per truck. If that was not
fostering Millar Brothers at the expense
of the rest of the timber comnpanies, hie
was wrong in his judgment, but it would
take a lot to convince him that lie was
wrong.

THE CoMBrnnSsoNnR OF RtAILWAYS: The
arrangement was not denied, but it was
justified.

MR. HOLMES; Who authorised that
half-rate ? Were responsible officers
authorisedl to make such concessions, or

why were Millar Brothers singled out in
this manner? The Commissioner told
hon. members that £2,464 was written
off Millar Brothers' account for demur-
rage, because the Railway Department
had detained Millar Brothers' trucks on
the Government lines.

THE COMSSIssONERt OF RAILWAYS: It
was an adjustment.

MR. HOLMES: It was an adjustment
to suit Millar Brothers. The reason for
the demnurrage, he understood, was that
the trucks were detained at Fremantle
because Millar Brothers' ships could
not take, the timber. In that rate-
book the department allowed private
companies, who bad trucks of their
own, 6d. per ton rebate, and they
undertook no responsibility to return
trucks except at their own convenience;
yet, as he had said, Messrs. Millar
brothers were allowed this £2,464 for
demurrage. The Commissioner said that
they did a railway business of £150,000
with Millar Brothers last year, and his
argument was that because they cardied
£50,000 worth of freight for Millar
Brothers, there was no harm in writing
off £2,000. He (Mr. Holmes) found
fromi the General Manager's report that
the loss on the traffic last year on this
South- Western line, after paying interest,
was £14,250; consequently they carried
£C50,000 worth of timber for Millar
Brothers at a, loss.

THE COmu391ssOVxa OF RAILWAYS:
There was not a loss with regard to them.

Mx. HIOLMES: There was a, loss
regarding the £50,000 worth of timber,
and yet the department wrote off £2,500.
The railway transactions with Messrs.
Millar Brothers were no less than a,
public scandal. With regard to the
sleepers for Messrs. Baxter and Prince, the
Commissioner said the Railway Depart-
mnent could not say what had bepome of
them, and that they -were all over the place.
These sleepers Placed end to end would
measure 15 miles, and put side by side
would cover 10 acres. The Midland
Railway Company, over whose line these
sleepers passed, were able to prove
delivery, yet the Government Railway
Department, which handled the self-same
sleepers, were made to pay £1,000, 8,500
of the sleepers being lost. The Govern-
ment took some of them, and handed
them over to Wilkie Brothers, who were
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constructing( the Coolgardie to Southern
Crass line. At all events a. lot of them
went into Wilkie Brothers' line. He
would like to know if Wilkie Brothers
paid for them, and if not, why notF In
addition to this £1,000, £,2,500 was
written off Baxter and Prince's freight
account, making a total of £3,500. The
Commissioner said they expected to
receive some concession from the Midland
Railway Company ; but the Minister
knew there was no hope at the present
time of getting pay-ment of any unjust
claim from that company. We had the
boast of the department that though at
one time the claim-s for lost goods went
into some hundreds and thousands of
pounds, to-day they were practically a
mere cipher. The House ought to know
how these claims were adjusted and the
amlounts kept to a normal sum. If the
Railway Department lost a, grindstone
belonging to a person, and had a cheese
and didc not know who the owner was, they
gave the cheese as a compromise for the
grindstone. If a man happened to send a
spring mattress, and it was, lost, the
Government would give a quantity* of
oats as a compromise; or if a person lost
American doors, the Government would
give k~rosene as the nearest compromise
they could get.

THFE COMMrISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
One was hicky to get anything.

l~N. HOLMES : The day of reckoning
must come. He could tell the Com-
missioner of a, case in which the depart-
meat absolutely lost a, siding. We knew
how they lost some exhibits for Guild-
ford show, which readied there some days
afterwards, he thought. Goods belonging
to merchants at Fremnantle were lost, and
the department said, " We cannot find
your goods; we have somle others we will
give you in exchange." He knew of onO
merchant who had a claim against the
department for a lot of goods lost, and
they gave him in exchange what they had
in Stock. Subsequently the department
lost a further lot of goods belonging to
the self-samne maerchant, and in exchange
for this second lot of goods they gave him
the goods which were lost the first time.

MR. DowfNzrr: 'Row many years ago
was that?

Ma. HOLMES: In the last three
months. A timber merchant, chaff ieer-
chant, or a person engaged in some such

business having a bulk lot of goods,
occupied a lot of trucks, and was supposed
to take delivery immediately on arrival, in
order that the trucks might be sent back
and again used in traffic. It was not always
convenient to thle merchant to accept
delivery immediately, and consequently
railway trucks were detained, and the
department should charge demnurrage.
The Railway Department frequently
charged demusrrage running into a con-
siderable amount-£10, £20, or £30 as
the case might be-and if the department
had a. £10 claimi for demurrage against a
merchant, and the merchant a, claim of
£1 against the department for goods lost,
they compromised it by wiping off the
£10O and the £21, the merchant getting
the best of the bargain by 900 per cent.
The Minister compromised a matter in
such a way that he got out of one
difficulty one day, and into another the
next. We bad an admission by the
Commissioner that a cheque for £339 12s.
was lost for four years-from Septem,
ber, 1895, to September, 1899 - and
the department never knew that they
owned the money until the Commissioner,
as he himself Stated, met the bank
manager in Perth one day, and the bank
manager told him. The Commissioner
said the station-master thought the bank
had remitted thle amount to Perth, and
the Chief Traffic Manager thought the
money had got there.

Tu COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
Why did the hon. member want to rake
up those things that occurred about five
years aao ?

Mu. HOLMES: The present Commnis-
sioner caine into office, and the Commis-
sioner's advance account could not be
made to balance.

TanE COMiMISSIONERt OF RAILWAYS:. It
had been proved by him that the account
had been balanced, and that the Auditor
General gave a certificate. Did hie not
read it outP

Mu. HOLMES: If the Commissioner
Would leave him alone he would prove
that the account was not balanced.

Tnrp CohnrismownaR oF RxULways:
Perhaps it was to credit balance.

Ma. HOLMES : Anyone who had any-
thing to do with a cash account must
know that this account was not balanced.
Perhaps the account was made to balance,
but there was a. balance really when the
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amount was the same on both sides. Ile
repeated that in this instance the account
was never balanced. We had the Audi-
tar General's report in connetion with
our railway service, stating that the
department had been guilty of mcisap-
propriation of public money, and haod
attempted to hoodwink the Audit Depart-
ment. That report had been confirmed
by the Auditor General. He (Mr.
Holmes) ventured to suggest that the
department were attempting to hoodwink
this House; but it would be a very diffi-
cult matter to hoodwink hin in connec-
tion with the subject. The Commissioner
said that if the Auditor General's report
was correct, the present Ministry were not
fit to occupy office. He agreed with the
statement. We found that the Auditor
General's. report was still insisted upon,
and also that the Government continued
to remamn in office.

MR. DOHERTY: Members could not
get anyone to take their places.

MR. HOLMES : The Commissioner
said the Auditor General should have
reported so and so, and he (Mr. Holmes)
dared say that if the Auditor General
had listened to the officers controlling his
department he would have done so ; but
we knew the Auditor General reported
what he considered it his duty to report,
and in his (Mr. Hotmes's) opinion memn-
bers would come to the conclusion that
the Auditor General was the best judge
as to what should be reported to the
House. One of the most serious charges
made by him (Mr. Holmes) in connection
with the Railway Department was that
relating to the construction branch under
the management of the Engineer-in-Chief,
and the working railway branch under
the management of the General Manager
of Railways. The construction branch
built station houses, engine sheds, and
goods sheds -- architectural freaks hie
called them - which had never been

occupied since their construction, for the
simple reason, he believed, that the con-
struction branch constructed them with-
out asking the working branch whether
they wanted them. The Commissioner
said they were occupied. He (Mr.
Holmes) believed that one inan occus-
pied one room in one house, but the
engine sheds, the goods sheds, and such
like had never been used. Was this
expeuditure loi go on ? WVere hon.

members going to tolerate this expen-
diture and profess to say they had
the welfare of the country at heart?
He was still of opinion that we were
"1living in a fool's paradise " in connec-Ition with the Railway Department, and

Iwe should there continue so long as
improvements to railways and new rolling-
stock were paid for out of loan, and
until such expenditure was paid out of
revenue. As long as this system con-
tinued so long would rolling-stock be
worked till it fell to pieces, and con-
demned when it ought to be repaired, for
the reason that if condemned new stock
could be purchased from loan, but if
repaired, the repairs must be paid for out
of revenue. Apparently the system
adopted to-day was to knock out the
rolling-stock and replace it by new,
because new stock was paid out of loan
and charged to capital account, whilst
repairs to old stock must he paid out of
revenue.

Ma. knLNawoRn: For that system
there would be a day of reckoning.

MR. HOLMES: By this means a
fictitious profit was shown.

THE& CommnssxornsR OF Rxirwars:
The hon. member well knew that such a
system could not obtain.

Ma. HOL MES: The present system
would bring ruin and disaster to this as
to other colonies. Railways should be
constructed and equipped out of capital
account. When constructed and equipped
that account should he closed; and any
additional rolling-stock and any improve-
ments. should be paid for out of earnings.

THE COBrM1SsIoNEn OF? RAILwAYs:
That was done every day.

Mu. HOLMES: No.
THE OMMKISSIONERROF RAILwAYs: Let

the hon. member prove his statement.
MR. HOLMES said he would prove it

from the report of the General Manager
of Railways -from reports laid on the
table.

THE: COMMISSIONER OF RAILwAYs:
Prove it. The statement was absurd.

MR. HOLMES: A department capable
of balancing a cash account which should
have shown a deficiency of £339 12s.,
and of hood-winking the Audit Depart-
ment, was capable of producing and pre-

senting to the House any fictitious
accounts. A few days ago he had
expr"esse thle Opinion bU11t, Cl0 trUeL~S of
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the department. were not in proper repair.
The Commissioner replied that they were;
and said that out of 5,000 trucks there
were ouiy 1 77 being repaired. That
proved his (Mr. Holmnes's) argument. As
a fact, lie believed 3,000 trucks ought to
be undergoing repair; and they were not
being repaired because repairs would have
to be paid for out of revenue.

MR. DOHERTY: Was it not better that
the trucks should be earning money on
the lines?

MR. HOLMES: There was a fictitious
profit of £269,449 on the whole of the
working of the railways. He was speak-
ing with authority, for his information
was obtained from the reports of the
principal officers of the department. To
confirm what he had said about rolling-
stock, he proposed to quote the Loco-
motive Engineer, who said:

We have 231 engines in all; and during the
Iastyesr only 81 of these have been thoroughly
overhauled.
The same officer further said:

The average cost of each for repairs was be-
tween £400 and.£500,or a total of abouta25,000.

THE OMaMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS: Dlid
not that prove that the engines had gone
through the shops?9

MR. HOLMES: The Engineer con.
tinued:

I had proposed that a- larger number of
engines should have been repaired, but in
consequence of our repairing estimates being
reduced, I was unable to do so.

MR. DOHERTY: That was during aI
"lean year."

Ma. HOLMES: During last year. He
feared he could not notice the bon. mnemn-
her interjecting, who, with little kn~ow-
ledge, spoke much. The Locomotive
Engineer continued:

We have now a large number of engines
awaiting repairs, ad I am Somewhat con.
earned as to how we are to overtake the neces-
say repairs.
But if the balance of the engines, 150,
bad beeni repaired, as according to the
Locomotive Engineer they should have
been, and had been repaired at the same
cost as the other engines, that cost alone
would have wiped out the fictitious profit
of £69,000.

Mu. DOHERY: Half of those engines
were new and required no repairs.

MR. HOLMES: The hon. member
could speak in his turn. To-day the

House had been asked to vote £330,000
on a new Loan Bill, for additions and
improvements to opened railways, to be
added to capital account, thus showing a
fictitious profit of £269,000. The Bill
showed additions and improvements to
opened railways, £65,000 ; rails and
fastenings for opened railways, £100,000.

THE PREMIER: Not to opened railways
only.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
The Bill did not state " opened railways."

ME. HOLMES said that was his read-
ing of the Bill. The line under the
previous item was dlotted; and he took-
the dots to mean that the expenditure
was for opened railways.

THE OMM7rSroNEn Or RAILWAYS:
That was not so.

MR. HOLMES: At all events, in the
Loan Bill was a sum of R330,000 for
improvements to opened railways and
rolling-stock.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS said
he wished the sum were £500,000.

MR. HOLMES said he would agree
with that if the department were prepared
to pay for the expenditure out of earnings.
On consideration, all must perceive that
the boasted profit on the railways was
fictitious and unsatisfactory. The Loco-
motive Engineer stated further in this
connection:

I have already explained that the expendi-
ture on repairs was less than I proposed and
knew to be necessary. The effect of the mini-
mised expenditure shows chiefly to-day mn the
condition of our engine stock, which, as I have
already said, is causing me some concern.

The same officer said further that i t was
obvious that the amount expended was
insufficient to maintain the engine stock
in anything like a satisfactory condition
of repair. Our wagons, and the wagons
that carried our stock, were in a better
state of repair; but a larger expenditure
on repairing this stock was desirable.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
The Locomotive Engineer had not said a
word on that subject. Let the hon.
member read the report itself.

Mn. HOLMES said he was quotin~g
from the Locomotive Engineer's report,
and the quotation was absolutely correct.
The same officer said further that the
water in the goldfields dams had been of
great assistance to the department this
year. That was no doubt true; and that
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water supply helped to show a, fictitious
profit. Those railway darns were -con-
structed out of loan money. Had that loan
expenditure been transferred to the capital
account of the railways ? The dams were
flow maintained for no other purpose
than for the railwaoy service. If the cost
of those dams had not been transferred
to the capital account of the Railway
Department, it should be transferred.

THE: COMMISSIONER or RAILWAYS: It
had been transferred, with the exception
of £913,000.

Mn. HOLMES: That was satis-
factory.

THu COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS: All
the dams on the railway route, with the
exception of four, had been built out of
loan.

MR. HOLMES: Thus adding to the
capital cost of the railways?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
Yes.

MR. HOLMES : Still there remained
the point of the member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran): in the event of that
water supply failing, as it probabl 'y would
in a. dry season, the effect on the depart-
mental earnings would be disastrous.
Although the capital account of the rail-
ways was being continually increased,
nothing was written off for depreciation.
It Would not matter what was the capital
cost of the rolling-stock, etcetera, so long
as such material wan required, provided
an adequate sum were written off for
depreciation; but that was not done. If
the department continued to increase its
capital account at thre same rate, and with
the prospects of a loss in the working of
the railways staring themt in tire face, the
system spelt ruini.

MR. DOHERTY: Iner-ease the rates and
make the railways par.

MR. IIOLMES: To show that the
present rolling-stock did not meet require-
ments, the Locomotive Engineer said that
last year anl order was passed for 25 new
engines to the value of some £40,000,
but that this order had never been
placed, and that when placed two years
miust elapse befote delivery. The officer
Said further that it was imperative that
an order for 50 additional engines-at
a cost of £80,000-shouild be placed
without delay. The Chief Traffic Manager
cons~idered that a large number of worksp
was absolutely necessary. These were

enumerated on page 20 of the railway
report, and hon. members could read
them for themselves. One item would
suffice. The Traffic Manager said:

I would urgle the alteration af the Midland
Junction yard. so as to provide up and down
platforms and a marshalling yard. and would
also press far the relaying of the Tilgarn and
South-'Western lines.
That was a nice little order in itself.

Ma. MORANs: Enough, without any
miore railways.

Mn. HOLMES: Why was it these
lines required relaying? He had his own
idea on the matter, and he was backed up
by the reports. The department had
neglected to look after the lines, and in
this way had cut down expenses: the
reports showed that.

TaxE COrMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
There were heavier engines running over
the lines.

MR. HOLMES: Was the department
going to lay hieavyv rails on the South.
Western line? Ii the lines bad been
looked after as they should have been, the
lines would have been in a better state of
repair to-day; but the lines had not been
looked after, because the expense of look-
ing after the lines would have to be paid
out of revenue. Any work paid for out
of loan money was carried out. In sup-
port of the statement that the lines had
not been looked after, he (Mr. Holmes)
might state that in 1898 .£181 per mile
'Was spent in keeping the lines in repai-,
but this Year only £130 had been)
expended; that represented a saving of
£61 per mile, or £60,000, and that
X6 0,000 was put down as saved; hie (Mr.
Holmnes) called it something else. Then
there was thje necessity of relaying and
improving the lines. The Engineer
for Existing Lines said that 206 miles
of light rails on the Kalgoorlie linie

Irequired relaying to carry heavy engines,
yet Parliament was asked to extend the
ranilwaty System further out, and we had
the opinion of the Engineer for' Existing
Lines that 206 miles of the railway line
at this end would not carry the traffic
or the engines passing over it. The
General Manager recommended that ad-
ditions and injproveinents in all dii-ections
should he- carried out. New rolling stock
was required, extensions in the Perth
yard, extensions in the Kalgoorlie yard,
the duplication of the lines, and iter-
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locking in every direction, which meant a
continual increase in the capital account
and a decreasing revenue staring us in
the face.

THE OMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS: No.
Mn. HOLMES: Decreasing per mile.

We bad a greater railway revenue to-day
than we ever haod, hut the returns were
presented to .Parliament in the number
of miles, not in regard to the single lines.

MR. DOHERTY: If thd business in-
creased the lines must be increased.

MR. HOLMES: What did we find
when we looked into the working of the
railways ? Theme was only one line
which was paying; although the Premier
told the leaer of the Opposition the
other day that he opposed these lines and
now they were all paying. There was
absolutely a loss last year on the working
of the Great Southern Railway, after
paying interest, of X23,260, and the
purchase of this line was the trunp card
of the For-rest administration. After
reducing the mileage of the train service
from 340,000 miles travelled to 210,000
miles, this was a reduction of 40 per
cent, in the number of miles travelled.
By this means there was a saving of
£28,000 effected; still there was a loss of
X28,250. The interest alone on this line
was £27,500 a year, and the net profit
after paying expenses was £4,250, leaving
a loss of £23,250.

THE COMISSI5IONER OF RAILWAYS:
Better than the loss of the previous year
of £53,000.

MR. HOLMES : That showed that
there had been reckless expenditure in
the previous year. There could be no
further saving in working expenses to
bring about a profit; the expenditure had
been reduced to bed rock, and yet the
railways did not pay. The expenditure
could not be further reduced. The Corn-
mnittee had also to face a loss on the
South -Western Railway line, and the
loss on this year's workig was £14,250.
The General Traffic Manager said this
loss must continue as long as timber and
coal and such like goods were carried at
the-present rates. Last year the loss on
the Northern line was £14,028, while the
only line that was payving was the gold-
fields line, on which there was a profit of
£123,187. Against this there was a loss
on all the other lines of £53,783, leaving
a net profit of £69,449. There was a

reckless expenditure of £11,000 on the
South-Western Railway last year which
amount had been saved this year; still
there was a loss. There could be no
further saving in this direction, and
reform was the only hope of saving the
Railway Department from trouble. If
the railways of this colony had cost in
construction anything like the cost per
mile of the railways in the Eastern colo-
nies we would have been in trouble long
ago. Our railways were constructed at a
nominal cost which so far saved us from
ruin; the department had been hood-
winked by a temporary railway Success,
but it would mean ultimate ruin. A
department that was capable of getting
out of one merchant's debt by getting
further into some other merchant's debt,
and which balanced the cash account
when there was a, deficiency of £339 12s.
-the department that was capable of
doing such actions to mislead Parliamnent,
and which the Auditor General said bad
been guilty. of misappropriating public
money and attempting to hoodwink his
officers, should not have the confidence of
Parliament or the country.

MR. LEAKE: As the Commissioner
of Railways would probably like to take
time to consider his reply to the hon.
member (Mr. Holmes), he moved that
progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

LOAN B3ILL, 1750,000.
POSTPONEMENT.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) moved that the order for the
second reading of the Loan Bill be post-
poned uintil the next day.

MR. LEAXE: Had any arrangement
been made in regard to the business of
the House? because this Loan Bill had
been postponed for some considerable
time, and members were anxious to bear
something about it.

THE PREMIER: It was rather late in
the evening to go on with the Hill.

MR. TJEAKE suggested that if the
Bill were postponed until the following
day, it should be placed on the Notice
Paper before the Estimates.

TinE PREMIER: There was no objection
to that.
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MR. LEAKE: Now that the Railway
Estimates were before the House, there
was a feeling that if the Loan Bill were
explained, one would tend to throw light
on the other.

Tun PREMIER: It was difficult to
see that one had anything to do with the
other. One Order of the Day was the
Estimates. for the year, and the other
was a Loan Bill.

Question put and passed, and the
order postponed.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL (MINING).

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Amendment of Section 113

of the principalAct:
MR. WILSON: This clause amended

Section 113 of last year's Act, inasmuch
as it struck out the provision that the
deposit made on application for a block
of timber land should be forfeited if the
application were not gone on with. Ile
did not see why there should be the
amendment, because it was absolutely
necessary the deposit should be forfeited
if the application were not gone on
with.

THE PREMIER: Section 113 of the
Net provided that every application should
be accompanied by a deposit, as required
hy Section 136, which deposit, according.
to the amendment, " shall be returned if
the application is refused by the Minister,
which hie has power to do." If the
amendment were not made an applicant
would be able to abandon an application,
or not proceed with it.

MR. Winnow: An applicant could not
be boutnd to proceed.

THEm PREMIER; But hie would not
get his rent back if lie did not proceed.
An applicant for timber land, .or any
other land, had no right to withdraw an
application after he had made it, because
he might be keeping other people off the
land in the meantime. The only case in
which an application could be withdrawn
was when it was refused by the Minister,
and then the rent was repaid. Section
136 of the Act dealt with the periods for
which the rent was paid, and the land
was the applicant's for all that time, and
hie had no power to withdraw and get his
money back, because he had made up his
mind he wanted the land, before he
applied for it.

1MR. WILSON: It was a well-known
fact that applicants for timber country
paid a deposit of something like .5 per
cent., which covered them for a period of
30 days.

THE PREMIER: Where did the hoe.
mnember get that law from ?

Mn. WILSON: P.rom custom and
usage, because he had done-it himself.

THE PREmiER: Since the new Act was
passedP

MnI. WILSON:- Since the new Act was
passed he had not done that personally;
but whatever the deposit was, the Gov-
erment ought to have power to forfeit
it, and. he was really arguing in favour of
the Government.

Mn. JAMES: The Premier and the
member for the Oanning (Mr. Wilson)
both seemed to have the same object.

THE PREMIER: Yes; but it worked out
in a different way from the point of view
of the member for the Canning.

Ma. JAMES: The deposit was paid in
accordance with Section 136, and by Sec-
tion 113 the deposit could be forfeited if
the application was abandoned or not
proceeded with within 30 days. The
effect of the amendment would be that
the amount would be returned if the
application was refused by the Minister,
and the question would arise at once as
to what became of the deposit when a
man abandoned his application, or did
not proceed with it.

THiE PRtEMIER: The department made
the applicant hold the land for a term,
and if lie did not continue, he forfeited
it.

MR. JAMES: In ordinary cases, until
an offer was accepted, there, wa's no bind-
iug contract, so that until an apptication
for a lease was accepted, an applicant
could always withdraw.

THE PHEMfER:. If the amendmnent
were not passed, a loophole was left for a
mn to monopolise the land for 30 days.

MR. JAMES: The only way to avoid
that would be to mnake a heavier deposit.
Suppose for the purpose of argument, the
position was that apart from the section
as it stood now, an application could be
mkade and there was nothing forfeited, if
the section were amended and the day
afterwards an application were made and
abandoned, the applicant could ask for
the return of his money, because the
whole provision as to forfeiture had been

nnber anti Hiniuq.
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struck out. Would it not be wise to
retain the power to forfeit ?

TnE MINISTER OF MINES: A person
must pay a quarter or a half-year's rent,
as the case might be.

MR. JAMES: Money was paid by way
of deposit, and supposing the applicationi
were withdrawn before being accepted.
what was to become of the deposit ? The
Government could not retain it. Under
Section 113 there was power to forfeit.

THu PREMIER: Section 113 provided
that within thirty days after approval a
person could withdraw. Under the
amendment proposed he would Dot have
the option of not proceeding. Having
paid, he must proceed unless the Minister
refused to consent.

MR. JAMES: If he tendered for a
contract, there was no binding contract
until it was accepted, said he could with-
draw.

THE PREMIER: The words " if aban-
doned before the date of approval " might
be inserted: he would agree to that.

MnI. JAMES: The inference from
Section 113 was that if one withdrew an
application within thirty days of approval,
lie was entitled to receive his money back.
One ought not to be entitled to receive
the money back.

THE PREMIER: That was not the
practice in the Lands Office.

MR. JAMES: It was desirable to strike
out the words " or is not proceeded with."

THE PREMIER: Before the date of
approval ?

MR. JAMES: The Premier said one
eould not abandon it after approval.

TnE PREMIER: If it was refused by
the Minister, the money was always re-
turned.

MR. JAMES: That was only fair.
THE: PREMIER: The necessary

amendment could be managed. He moved
that al the words after " words," in line
2, be struck out, and the following in-
serted in lieu thereof, in the fifth sand
sixth lines, " or is not proceeded with
within thirty days from."

Amendment put Slid passed, and clause
as amended agreed to.

Clause 4-agreed to.
Clause 5-Repeal of Section 121, Sub-

section 1 of principal Act, and substitu-
tion of another sub-section :

Mu. WILSON: The point in this was
a question he had raised as to whether a

charge should be made in the shape of a
private siding charge for connecting a
private railway with the main line. He
did not think it was ever intended this
charge should be made, and he did not
see why it should be imposed. Under
the old Act persons had a right to connect
private r-ailways with the Government
railways. People had to bear the whole
of the cost, and if they utilised a station
yard they also had to bear a portion of
the cost. Why they should he burdened
with a siding- charge for something they
did possess and did not use, he did not
see, unless it was to enable the manage-
meut of the Railway Department to add
some small amount to the revenue. These
private railways were feeders to the
Government system, and the fewer the
disabilities placed upon them the better.
This especially affected the timber in-
dustry, which at the present time was
labouring under difficulties enough. He
moved that after the word "and," in line
6 of Sub-clause 1, the words " without
charge " be inserted.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The insertion of these words was
objected to by him. Clausel2lof theLand
Act provided for the connection of a rail-
way or tramway constructed through a
timiber lease with the Government rail-
ways. By all omission, no provision had
been made for bringing such sidings under
the departmental regulations, and by this
clause that difficulty would be remedied.
The department bore all the expense of
working the sidings, and the inconvenience
to the Government line, and had also to
provide for the upkeep of the branch lines
connecting with the main line; and there-
fore the ordinary charge made by the
department should be paid for all sidings.
Why should a timber company be exempt
any more than a brick or gravel company?

THE PREMIER: Or an agriculturist.
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS: The department paid a certain
proportion of the upkeep of the siding,
and charged the usual rent imposed on
similar connections in other countries.
He would oppose the amendment.

Tu PREMIER: If every one else
were charged, why should a timber comn-
pany go free? The argument of the
Commissioner was irresistible, that the
Government had to look after the sidings
and keep them in order. Renewals when
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required had to be made by the depart-
ment, and the timber companies should
be willing to pay like any other company.

Mn. WILSON: A railway connecting
with another railway could not correctly
be termed a siding, and could not be
compared with a. brick-yard or an agricul-
tural siding.

THE COMnMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS;
But it was a connection.

MR. WILSON:- What would happen
if railways in England chatrged each
other for such connections ? All such
lines were feeders.

THE PREMIER: A brick-yard siding
was, a feeder.

MR. WILSON: But the tinter com-
panies' lines were railways bringing
traffic into the Government stations. It
was unfair to so chiarge timber comn-
panies and other private railway owners,
who had already been mulcted in the cost
of laying down the connections, the
charge for signalling, and a proportion of
the stationmnaster's salary.

THE PREMIER: What about upkeep?
MR. WILSON: There was nothing to

keep up. The companies maintained the
line up to the Government points and
crossings. The charge, £20 a year,
though small, should not be imposed.

Amendment put and negatived, and the
clause passed.

Clause 6-agreed to.
Clause 7-Repeal of Section 124 of

principal Act. Mining leases, pastoral
leases, etc., may be granted within
timber area

THE PREMIER moved that the clause
be struck out.

Put and passed, and the clauise struck
out.

Clause S-agreed to.
New Clause:
THE PREMIER moved that the fol-

lowing be added to stand as Clause 7 :
Amendment of Sec. 124 of the principal Act.

-Section One hundred and twenty-four of the
principal Act is amended by inserting at the
commencement thereof the following words.
"Every timtber Jease shall be subject to the
provisions of any Acts relating to mining for
g-Old or other minerals so far as those Acts
create rights which may be exercised over
Crown Lsnds: Provided. that every lease
granted uinder any of the said Acts of lands
comprised within a timber lame, shall be
granted, subject to the right of the proprietor
of the timber lease to cut and carry sway
timber: Provided also that, notwithstanding

anything contained in any of the said Acts,
a miner's right or a mining license shall not
confer upon the holder thereof the right of
stripping bark or of cutting or removing
timber on land comprised in a timber lease."

Mna. WILSON gave notice of an amend-
ment to add words prohibiting any miner
from pegging out a claim on any portion
of a, timber lease where theme was a rail-
way, tramnway, or building constructed;
and also a proviso to give the timber
lessee power to carry railways, roads, or
tramways through the mining leases, so
long as the buildings of the miner were
not interfered with.

THE PREMIER: What about the shaft?
Mn. WILSON said he would alter his

amendment so as to protect the miners'
workings also. Hie moved that progress
be reported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

Si't again.

CEMETERIES BILL.
SECOND READINO.

Tus ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon,
It. W. Pennefather), in moving the second
reading, said:- This is a short Bill, the
object of which is to facilitate the regula-
tion of cemeteries. At present the trus-
tees of cemeteries are not incorporated.
It is proposed by the Bill to incorporate
trustees, and additional power is given
by Clause 3 to frame by-laws, impose
penialties, and generally to protect the
trustees of cemeteries.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-50 o'clock

until the next day.

Cemeteries Bill,


